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INTRODUCTION

Present study is based on the fieldwork carried out in the Siang district
of Arunachal Pradesh during the period from December 1968 to March 1969.

The object of the Survey was to make a base line study of human ecology
and social organization of some groups of Adis in the selected villages in the
lower region of the Siang district. The aim was to determine whether a
change in the ecology of an ethnic group leads to corresponding changes
in their social, political, economic and religious life. It was observed that
Arunachal Pradesh in general and Siang district in particular are undergoing
tremendous changes since Independence. These are mainly due to the
construction of roads, introduction of settled cultivation of wet rice, irrigation
and urbanization. The economy of the people are gradually changing from
the traditional form of shifting cultivation to settled cultivation. The
villages are gradually shifting from the isolation of the hills to the valleys
where settled cultivation is possible. This situation has induced other
changes in their social, political and religious life.

METHODOLOGY

Four villages were selected for detailed investigations. The villages
were selected on the following considerations. It was observed that the
landuse pattern of the villages follow closely the ecological considerations
of the site and the cultural practices of the people. Therefore the sample

villages are from different topographic peculiarities inhabited by different
ethnic groups.

‘Lika’, the first village selected for the study is inhabited by a section
of the Gallong. It is a foothill village and the people call themselves as
Tais. They are in close touch with the people of the Assam plains.
The township of Silapathar is hardly at a distance of ten kilometres from
this village. It is the nearest railbead for entry in the Siang district.

‘Kabu’ is the second village and located in the interior of the Siang
district. It is located by the side of Siyum river at a distance of about
150kms from the foothill village of Lika. This village is inhabited by
Gallong who were living on the hill tops but later on shifted to the broad
valley of Siyum river due to the introduction of wet rice cultivation. The
village is situated at an altitude of 1000 m. from the mean-sea level.
The Gallong of this village combine shifting and settled cultivation as their
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subsistance economy. The proximity to the Along town has a powerful
influence on the economy of the people.

‘Pangin’ is the third village and is inhabited by the Minyong. The
village is situated on a high river terface. The people practise both forms
of cultivation, viz., shifting cultivation on the surrounding hills and terraced
cultivation by irrigation on the artificial terraces.

‘Balek’ is the fourth village and inhabited by the Pasi and other groups
of Adi. These people have migrated to this village from the interior areas.
They have adopted settled cultivation and use plough Proxnmty to the town
of Pasighat has profound mﬂuence on the economy of the people.

NATURE OF MATERIALS COLLECTED

The materials collected by us pertain to the Gallong,‘Minyong: and
Pasi of the Siang district. Census of about 300" ‘households of " different
tribes was taken to estimate the demographic trends and patterns dmong
these tribes, The household census further shows mterestmg pattems
on the family size and structure, _o_ecupdtlonal patterns, mdrrlage
distance, . clan types,': and thetr spatial dlStl‘lbUtlon mlgratlon ‘and
depth of the settlements. Socno cultural datd were collected on the life
cycle, viz,, birth and dedth rltes, name gwmg ceremonies, marrjagé types,
etc. In the field of economic life, data were collected on the land-use types,
viz., shifting and settled form of cultivation, agriculttlrttl ptactic*es with
emphasis’ on- the -changes. - In the villages of our study there was a marked
shift in emphasis- l'rom the. primitive Jhum cultivation .to the permanent
sedentary cultivation of wet rice in the flat alluvial valleys. Consequently
the villages are shifting -from the. higher hills to the lower vallevs where
sufficient land for wet-rice-cultivation is available. Another noteworthy
trend in the economic life of the people is the high rate of rice consump-
tion in the shape of apong (rice beer), a favourite drink of the local people.
In some villages we have noticed that about 50 per cent of the rice produced
is converted into apong and thereby the village people find shortage of
rice for about 3 months in a year. This shortage of rice is generally met
by purchase from other villages or ffom individuals in the village who “have
surplus rice or by bartering the live stock or ornaments, for rice. House
construction, sickness, marriage, death, etc., bring heavy pressurc on their
stock of paddy as during these festivals the household involved has to
feed the village people. Some of their superstitious practices are depleting
their animal wealth. The practice of not taking milk makes their cows to be
driven away in the forest for grazing. They arc uncared for and die due {o
diseases and other accidents in the forest. They have no cattleshed in the
village. Mithuns, one of their most covetous animal are also driven away in
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the forest for grazing. Many inter-village cattle disputes arise due to the loss,
theft or damage to the cattle. In Kabu village it was observed that for
the sake of recovery of a § year old boy who was suffering from cold
and fever, 5 pigs, 5 chickens, 1 dozen of eggs and one calf were sacrificed.
In addition, 10 liters of apong was given away to the priests and other
participants of the worship. About 10 persons were fed in that house for
doing the special worship. Data was also collected on their political and
religious life. Exhaustive vocabulary of natural phenomena was collected
to explain their ecological adaptations. Since the party stayed right in the
village dormitories, it was possible to establish direct contact with the
people and observe their daily life.



PART 1

ECOLOGY



CHAPTER 1

LAND AND PEOPLE

PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT
LocaTiON

Siang is one of the five districts in which Arunachal Pradesh is divided.
It is located in the central part of Arunachal Pradesh roughly between 93°11°
to 95°35’'E longitudes and 27°22' to 29°20'N latitudes. It is hemmed in
between Subansiri in the west and Lohit in the east. In north the
boundary of the district touches Tibet. In south it touches the Assam
plains. The district occupies an area of 23,723 Sq km! and ranks
second among all the five districts. Arunachal Pradesh was formed in 1954
out of the former Balipara frontier tract, Abor and Mishmi Hills and
Tirap frontier tracts of the then Assam State. The Agency has been made
into a Union Territory in 1972 and placed under the charge of the chief
commissioner. Access in the Siang district is possible by road from Assam.
The nearest railheads for Siang are Silapathar and Murkongselek being on
the north-east frontier railway. Besides, there is a regular steamer service in

between Dibrugarh town and Oyiram Ghat in Siang across the Brahmaputra
river.

RELIEF AND DRAINAGE

The district forms part of eastern Himalaya hence it is highly moun-
tainous. The district may be divided into two types of physiographic zones
viz., the Great Himalayan type in the north and lower Himalayan type
in the south. The junction of the Siyum river with the Siang river
forms a rough division between the above two zones. The zone south of this
confluence is considered as Lower Siang in this report. The district is
drained by the river Siang and its tributaries. The river flows in a deep
gorge through a meandering course from north to south across the district
and meets the river Brahmaputra near Sadiya in the Assam. During its
course through the Himalayas, the river Siang descends through 2,500 meters
while the altitude of Sadiya, where it meets Brahmaputra, is only 150 meters
above the sea level. Apart from many unnamed tributaries falling into
Siang mention may be made of the Siyum and Yamne rivers which are
important tributaries falling into Siang from the right and left banks. The
Yamne river meets it from the left bank. Near the Assam plains the Lohit

1. District Census Handbook, Siang district, census 1971.
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river meets it from the left bank. The river Siang and its tributaries
have strong denuding power and with the help of earth movements have
divided the area into segments often named after the tribe inhabiting them.
The Abor hills, for example, lies between the Siyum river on the west and
the Siang river in the east.. Similarly, there are segments of land inhabited
by the Gallong, Minyong, Padam, Pasi, Ashing, Bokar and Bori. The
river Siang is perennial and at places flows through deep and narrow gorges
in the upper region. In the lower region its valley is more open and the
river terraces are quite prominent. In the foothills it flows through braided
channels and it enters the Assam plains. During the rainy season, water in
the Siang river rises so much that it overflows its banks in the lower Siang
region. In winter season, the water lies deep in the valley and at many

places the river becomes fordable. The valley of Siang river, lies for the
most part at heights of 1,300 meters or less and the river has a number of

rapids so that it is not navigable even by bamboo rafts and dug outs.

GEOLOGY

The generalised physical succession of rocks varies from northwest to
southeast in the district. In the NW are the Mechuka crystallines consis-
ting of high grade schists, marble, paragneisses, etc. The Gondwana rocks
dominate the middle portion of the district. It comsists of carbonaceous
phyllities, sandstone, shales, etc. The southeastern part of the district forms
part of the siwaliks. It consists of upper-Tertiary-Quatarnary sediments.

Thus on the basis of geological structure the district may be divided into
three broad regions i.e., the upper, middle and lower.

TOPOGRAPHICAL ZONES

On the basis of relief, drainage and geological structure the district may
be divided into two broad zones, viz., the Upper Siang and the Lower Siang.
Roughly the 1200 meters contour is the dividing line between the two zones.
These zones differ in ecology and in their socio-economic life. Upper
Siang is inhabited by Tagins, Bokar, Boris, Membas, Milangs, etc. The lower
Siang is largely inhabited by the Gallongs, Minyongs, Padam, Pasis, etc.

CLIMATE

Owing to the rapid changes in topography the climatic conditions tend
to change within short distances from south to north. There is a contrast in
temperature and rainfall between sheltered valleys, foot hills and mountain
tops. The Siang valley as it opens out towards the Assam plains, gets heavy
rainfall. Here the average rainfall is 380 cm. In the extreme northern
portions the rainfall is of the order of 250 cm annually. S. W. Monsoon is
the chief rainfall season, July being the rainiest month. The pre-monsoon
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showers begin towards the end of March and the monsoon proper lasts
during May to the end of September. Winter rains are a regular feature of the
region; in fact few months are without rain. June and July are the wettest
months. The rainfall is generally heavy in the whole region and communi-
cation between different areas is suspended for months together. Inspite
of the wide range, there is enough rainfall over all the region for wet rice
cultivation and rice crops can be sustained even in low rainfall areas, with
the help of stream irrigation.

Snowfall is experienced in the upper Siang vglley at a height of 4,500
meters and above. However, the snow line is not as low as in the western
Himalaya, where also most of the annual precipitation is in the form of snow
in the winter months; nor is the snowfall as heavy because many passes at
considerable heights in Siang are usable even in the winter season. Tem-
perature varies considerably from place to place depending on elevation.
December and January are normally the coldest months and the minimum
temperature ranges between 5°C to lO C Temperature rises rapidly in
March and continue to rlse till July.

SoiL

Soil types are closely related to the underlying geological formations.
It has already been discussed that the rocks are generally of the Himalayan
type and consist of shales, schists and conglomerates; the derived soils are
sandy and become progressively clayey in composition as the head of the
valley i1s reached. Soil acidity is high, caused by heavy rainfall and the
heaviness of soil cover. In general, soils in the hilly region contains high
humus and nitrogen due to extensive forest cover. The freshly cleared forest
lands exhibit a thick layer of leaf mould rich in organic matter, but as a
result of early rains the top soil is qulckly washed off.

In Siang dlStl’lCt soils in the toothllls are diluvial in nature bcmg elther
loams or sandy loams mixed with Kankar, brought down by rain from higher
altitudes. Soils in the valleys are clayey,.alluvium and rich in organic content.
Because of moisture retentivity, they are difficult to work when wet. The
main characteristic of the soils is their acidity which increases with rainfall
and heaviness of soil. Generally, the north facing slopes of the mountain
ranges support a considerable soil cap; the south faces of the mountains are to
precipitous and exposed to the denuding agencies to be commonly covered
with soils. Because of this, the settlements are mainly found in the northern

“slopes of the hills and the southern slopes are devoid of human habitations.

FLora

Vegetation throughout the Siang district is complex with considerable
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variation in the composition of the different plant communities. In general,
there is a close relationship between vegetation complexes and soil type,
although rainfall, drainage, slope, aspect and altitude all may be determining
factors in certain cases. Not infrequently a distinct complex is found in
the midst of another that is composed of quite different genera. Because
the people of Siang use vegetation (rather than soil) as an index to potential
land fertility when clearing new land for shifting cultivation or reclaiming
old ones, it is essential to describe certain vegetation types of the district.

As in other parts of Arunachal Pradesh, the vegetation in Siang ranges
from tropical evergreen in the foothills, to temperate evergreen in the
middle and Coniferous and Alpine at higher altitude. The Tropical rain-
forests are the typical three storied forest, containing either a few species
or one or two predominating species in the upper canopy. Examples of
the former are the Hollong-Makai (Dipterocarpus, Macrocarpus, Shorea-
assamica) forests, and of the latter, the Hollock (Terminalia myriocarpa)
forests. Altitude and side of the hills play an important part in the
mountain areas. Unlike the drier western Himalaya where conifers occur
at comparatively low elevations, in these moist eastern Himalayas the
conifers are found mixed with broad leaved Deciduous species to a large
extent. The purer coniferous forests occur only at the higher elevations.

The forests near the villages have suffered from felling and burning
for shifting cultivation and the deforested areas are often covered with
secondary growth.

Fauna

The wild life is rich and varied. Tigers, elephants, leopards, deer and
wild pigs are found near the foothills. The higher ranges are the abode of
Takin deer, musk deer, barking deer, clouded leopard and other cold
climate animals. However, there is less wild life than can be expected with
such large forested areas. The tribal people, being keen hunters and meat
eaters, destroy wild life in and out of season. The mithun (a semi
domesticated gaur or wild cattle) is highly valued as a source of wealth and
mutton Tt roams about free in the forest, finding its own food and 1s
brought home only when it is to be slaughtered or exchanged in barter.
The rivers abound in fishes of various types.

CULTURAL ENVIRONMENT
PEOPLE

According to 1971 Census, Siang district had a total population of
121,936. The scheduled tribe numbering 105,833 constituted 86 per cent
of the total population. The tribes belong to different groups. Their
numerical strength according to 1961 census is Gallong 29,876, Minyong
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—19 523, Padam—6 988, Pangi—5 472, Shimong—3 412, Bokar—2 392,
Memba—2 431, Bori—1 835, Pasi—1 840, Khamba—1 110, Karka—1 545,
Ramo—676 and Pailibo—720. The tribe-wise population in 1971 Census
is not available B:sides, there are certain smaller groups such as Takams
and Tangams whose numerical strength is quite negligible.

The people of the district were called ‘Abors’ by the plainsmen. Now
they aspire to call themselves ‘Adi’ meaning ‘Hillman’. The Adi group is
the largest section of the indigenous people. They number 93 496 according
to 1971 Census. Racially they are classified as mongoloid. The distribution
of the villages are mainly along the courses of the three main rivers, the
Siang, the Yamne and the Siyum and their tributaries.

Besides, the tribal population, there are non-tribals also in the district.
According to 1971 Census, the non-tribal population in the district was
around 16 102 comprising mainly Assamese, Bengalees, Bihari and Nepalese.
These non-tribal groups are mainly distributed in the administration
centres i.e., district, subdivisional and circle headquarters. They are
mainly in government employment in various offices, schools, hospitals,
and as licenced porters, petty businessmen, cobblers, washermen and
barbers, etc.

GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION

TRIBES OF THE SIYUM VALLEY

The tribes living in the Siyum valley are the Bokar, Bori, Ramo,
Pailibo and the Gallong. The first four groups inhabit the upper section
of the Siyum valley. The Gallongs occupy the middle and the lower portions
of the valley upto the point where Siyum meets the Siang river.

The Bokar claim descent from the first man. Abo Tani who had several
sons, one of them was Nikar whose eldest son Karbo was the father of
Bodung, who in turn had two sons. From the younger son Dungumi runs
the direct line of descent of the present day Bokars. The ancestors of
Bokar used to live in Mate a place near India-Tibet border. They are said
to have migrated in the lower areas due to pressure of population. They
are now distributed in about twentytwo small villages in the upper section
of the Siyum valley. Gessing is their biggest village. The other villages are
Pangri, Yangramg, Taihiong, Rote, Pidi, Ruying, Kate, Luto, Ramni,
Simegong, Papigro, Tadadega, Lapugora, Yorkongdo,: Namasiba, Mote,
Pote, Karle, Manigong, Ingo and Pulom. At present Manigong is elevated

F-=2
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to the status of a circle headquarters and as a result of whichs ome Government
offices and residential quarters of the employees have sprung up. Access to
Manigong is possible from Along, the district headquarter, both by footpaths
and by air sorties. Bokar villages are situated on the hill-tops above
1 600 metres. The temperature of the Bokar area remains quite low for a
major part of the year. Millet is their staple food which is supplimented by
hunting Takin deer. Bokars had trade relations with Tibet and used to
sell them leather and bones of animals in return for Tibetan sword, salt
and iron pieces. After the sealing of the border the Government of India,
have opened store godowns and purchase the materials sold by the Bokars,
The Bokars maintain good kitchen gardens around their huts and produce
gourd, pumpkins and leafy vegetables.

Bori villages are situated on the top of the hills along both the banks
of Siyum and Sike rivers. The Bori territory is surrounded by high hill
ranges in the east, west and north and opens out in the south due to the
river valley. Some of the important Bori villages are named Yiyo, Dupa,
Payum, Pame, Gasheng, Gatte, Gameng, Paying, Bagu and Mega. Boris
come down to the Gallong and Minyong villages for trade purpose. They
bring pieces of iron and barter them with pigs and dogs from the Gallongs
and the Minyongs. Boris eat the dogs also. The pigs are carried in bamboo
baskets while the dogs are tied in a rope and carried away. The Boris
practise jhum cultivation and produce paddy, taniyok seeds, tayak, tami
(millets) and palekh (maize). They also produce potato and arum in their
kitchen gardens. The Boris keep long hair and wear cane hats. They
also come to Along town as porters. Most of them contacted at Along
town were suffering from skin diseases and eye troubles.

Pailibos, inhabit a small area of rough terrain on the right bank of the
Siyum river. Their neighbours on the south-east are the Gallongs from
whom they are separated by Bayor hills, to the east of them are the Bori
villages, to the north-east are the Bokars and on the north-west are the
Ramos. Important Pailibo villages are Yapuik, Irgo, Yapu, Tadogitu,
Tagur, Lipo, Paurn, Boge, Sille and Tato.

The Gallong occupy a vast area in the middle and lower sections of the
Siyum valley and its tributaries like Sido, Simen, Sippu and Sijji rivers.
Their villages are situated on the river terraces of moderate elevation. In
addition to the hills, the terraces provide ample scope for Jhum cultivation.
The Gallongs are said to have migrated from the upper regions of the district
in the distant past. Streams of migrating families came down from time to
time from the upper areas, and in the absence of adequate geographical
knowledge, they followed the easiest tract along the course of the rivers.
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Gradually, they established permanent and large sized villages in the lower
areas where the valley was more open and the terraces were more wide. In
the course of migration they divided into groups and adopted different clan
names Thus uni-clan villages grew up in the Gallong territory, As the
population grew large, the clans dispersed widely and settled in villages
inhabited by other clans. Thus multiclan villages grew up. All the tribes
mentioned above occupy the western part of the Siang district,

TRIBES OF THE SIANG VALLEY

The Siang river flows through the central part of the district. This

valley is inhabited by a number of tribal groups. Their distributional pattern
from the north to south is as follows.

The Ashings, numbering about 1 206, inhabit the upper section of the
Siang valley. The Ashing area starts from Tuting in the north and extends
as far as Ramsing village in the south. Tuting is situated on the right bank
of Siang. Some of the important Ashing villages are Ninging Pango, Bomdo,
Minging and Mosing. All these villages are situated on the right bank of the
Siang river and fall in the altitudinal zone above 1 600 metres.

The Tangams numbering about 254 originally inhabited that part of Adi
country which extends from the Gorge, which the Siang breaks through, to as
far as the 29th parallel of latitude. More than a century ago, they were
pushed down and were evicted from the best land, and forced to migrate
towards Kugging. They are now found distributed in Nyereng and Kugging

on the right bank of the Yang Sang Chu which is a tributary on the left bank
of Siang river.

The Shimongs (3 413) occupy the northernmost region on the left bank
of Siang. Jedo is their northernmost village situated between the Yang-
Sang-Chu and the Siang river. The area occupied by the Shimongs extends
as far as Gobuk in the south. Some of the important Shimong villages are
Anging, Sianging, Paling, Rikor, Puging and Gobuk. All these villages are

situated on the left bank of Siang river and fall in the altitudinal zone above
1 600 metres.

The Karkos (1 545) occupy the region on the right bank of Siang between

Ramsing and Pankang villages. Their territory falls in the middle Siang
valley.

The Minyongs numbering about 19 523 occupy the right bank of Siang.
Their territory starts in the south of Karkos. Their northernmost village is
Pankang and the southernmost village is Renging. They remember their
ancestral home near Telilidung a snowy range near India-Tibet border. In
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their southward migration, the Minyongs did not follow the course of Siang,
instead, they came down the Angong valley to Mani-Pera and crossed Takek-
Adi near Dibok and finally settled at Riga. Later they managed to cross the
Siang river near Taek-Pigo near Riu village and spread over the area from
Kebang, Tamsing and Pangin. Their present distribution in the district is
along the right bank of Siang and part of the valley lying between Siang and
Yamne rivers. In their migration the Minyongs divided themeselves into
groups and adopted different clan names. The clans were then divided into
subgroups and settled in different areas.

The Pasis numbering about 1 834 occupy the lower sections of the Siang
river. Pasi villages start from the foothills where the Siang river enters the
Assam plains. Their place of origin is said to be at Sigong (Sera Pateng)
near India-Tibet border from where they were driven by other powerful
groups of the Adis and migrated south halting at Nugong, Ringong. Koliyiac,
Pegu, Silluluak and finally crossed the Siang river at Tayek Puigo. They
then proceeded to Ngling and settled in a place half-way between Damroh
and Adi Pasi. They settled at Adi Pasi for sometime and then due to
increase in population ; they came down near about Pasighat and settled in
Ramkang and Monku. At present, Adi Pasiis the only Pasi settlement and
a solitary village in the upper region of Siang. Most of their villages are
now in the foothills and known as Balek group of villages. Here the Pasis
also live in mixed villages with the Minyongs.

The Padams (4 207) are distributed along the Yamne river and the lower
sections of the Siang river. Their villages are found mostly in the eastern
part of the district. They are the original inhabitants of Bomic, a place near
Ramsing. While migrating, they passed through Sera Pateng, Dempni,
Nugong. Ringong, Kilive, Pegu, Tayak and Puigo. From here all the clans
of Padams except the legos, migrated to a place called Ngling. The Lego
clan went to Milan land and finally to Damroh. The Irang clan also left the
main body and went to Damroh. The main body of Padams went to Antako
and Kesing and finally joined the Irang and Lego clans at Damroh. Now
the Padam territory starting from Sidip on the left bank of the Yamne, covers
whole of this region on the eastern side and extends as far as the Sikku
river in the south and Dambuk village in the south-east. The high altitude
Padam villages are Damroh, Padu, Silli and Bordak. In the lower region,
five Padam villages on the left bank of Siang are Ayeng, Mebo, Lukku,
Dapui and Memesepo. ;

From the history of migration of different ethnic groups in Siang district,
it may be noticed that the place of origin of the tribes lies in the higher
altitudes somewhere near the India-Tibet border. The place of concentra-
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tion and dispersal are invariably in the intermediate zone of the district.
We have already seen that Riga and Damroh were the two great centres
of concentration and subsequent dispersal to other parts of the district.

HisTorY

The origin of the people in Siang and the length of time they have
lived in this region is unknown. However, local legends and traditional
history amply shows that these people originated from some place within
the inner side of the great Himalayas. The occurrence of Mongoloid
features among the population suggests a long residence in the district.
The archaeological evidences, such as Malini temple in Siang, Brahmakund
in Lohit suggest a long habitation of people in this area.

Linguistically, the people of Siang speak Adilanguage which is a part
of the North Assam group of the Tibeto-Burman branch of Sino-Tibetan
family. Further the Adi language comprises of a number of dialects such as
Padam, Minyong, Pasi, Pangi and Gallong. However, in terms of the
language of entire territory, the people of Siang may be placed in the Central
group of languages along with the Daflas and the Apatanis of Subansiri
district. Broadly the Siang district is considered to be divided into two
linguistic zones namely the Gallong and the Adi proper.

SOCIAL ORGANIZATION

Adis of Siang are shifting cultivators, supplemented by collection of
forest produce, hunting, fishing and trade. They live in permanent and
semi-permanent villages along the main river Siang and its tributaries. As a
result of the rugged terrain and difficulties in communication between the
drainage areas and even individual valleys the tribal groups in Siang often
occupy a drainage area or sometimes may be concentrated in small valley
systems or even in a single valley. Clustering of the villages in a drainage
area or in a valley invariably gives rise to neighbourhood communities called
Bongo. The Bongo in Siang comprises of a cluster of villages numbering
between 10 to 13. These neighbourhoods are the largest indigenous political
units within the valley or in a drainage system. The villages are often
homogeneous in the upper and middle Siang valley but in the lower and
foothills zone there are heterogeneous villages. Besides, the villages are
multi-clan. In the past there were uni-clan villages.

The residents of each neighbourhood belong to a number of dispersed,
exogamous, patrilineal clans (al/i among the Gallongs and opin among the
Minyongs) of which 22 clans are found in the vicinity of Kabu village alone.
Formerly, the villages were mostly uni-clan but gradually due to the division
of land for Jhum cultivation some members of the clan went and settled
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elsewhere and thus adopted different clan names. The sub-clans are groups
of families which may be considered to be the smallest unit. The density
of cohesion thins out gradually from the core of the family towards sub-clan,
clan and tribe and thence to the feelling of unity for an Adi people.

Within each village, people live in hamlets which in turn are composed
of households comprising of nuclear families. A typical small homestead
would consist of husband, wife and their children, their hut and granary
and a small kitchen garden. Larger homesteads with over five adult males
are rare in a village. Hamlets are formed within a village which are situated
at some distance from each other depending upoun the nature of topography.
The Pangin village, for example, comprises of 59 households distributed
into four hamlets. Within the hamlet the nuclear families live in separate
huts. The married son may make a new hut adjacent to his parent’s hut
and thus a contiguous block of huts of close kins grow up within the hamlet.
The family is the smallest economic unit but the members of a particular
hamlet are consulted when some new area of Jhum land is required to be
opened or the villagers want to go for some hunting and fishing expeditions.
The other details of the social organization has been discussed in the
subsequent chapters.

CULTURAL ECOLOGICAL ZONES

On the basis of ecological factors like location, relief and drainage,
geological structure, altitude, natural vegetation, soil, temperature and
rainfall and cultural factors such as distribution and density of tribal
population, settlement patterns house-types, social organisation, economy,
and other aspects of social and religious life, the Siang district may be
divided into two broad culture ecological zones as follows :

1 Upper Siang 2 Lower Siang

The 1200 metres contour is roughly the dividing line between the two
zones. This contour is also the upper limit for shifting cultivation in this
region.

Upper Siang is characterized by low temperature mostly below the
freezing point, mixed coniferous and deciduous forests, precipitous slopes and
thin soil cover. The people living in this zone are Bokar, Boris, Ashing,
Shimong, Tagins and Membas who are influenced by Budhism. Villages are
small and highly dispersed. Maize and millets are the predominant crops.
Production is sparse and supplemented by hunting Takin deer by the people.

The Lower Siang is characterized by hills of moderate elevation, ever-
green vegetation, thick soil cover, moderate rainfall, cool and temperate



LAND AND PEOPLE 15

climate. The zone is inhabited by Gallongs, Minyongs, Padams and Pangis,
etc. Their economy is based mainly on shifting cultivation supplimented by
permanent cultivation of wet-rice whereever possible. Chief crops are
paddy and maize. They also domesticate mithun and cows. People
produce enough to feed themselves throughout the year.

Investigations were carried out in the selected villages in lower Siang
inhabited by the Gallong, Minyong and Pasi. These villages are situated
at different altitudes and ecological settings. We shall now see how adapta-
tions of the people to the environment take place through the distribution of
population, settlement pattern, house-types, economy and landuse, which in
turn guide their social, political and religious life.



CHAPTER 11

TRIBAL VILLAGES

DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS

The data pertaining to the Gallong, Minyong and Pasi groups of the
Adis of Siang district was collected between 1968-69 from five villages.
Altogether 281 households of the above groups were surveye¢ out of which
Gallong households were 97. The Minyong and Pasi households surveyed
were 59 and 125 respectively. Information on census forms were collected
on sex, age, place of birth, clan marital status, migration etc. The age of the
persons has been estimated by asking certain questions which happened in
the region. The parents do not remember the age of their children.

AGE AND SEX

All the individuals of the surveyed villages have been broadly classified
in the broad age categories of 0-4 years; 5-15 years; 16-44 years ; and 45
years and above. The table on the age structure relates to the Gallong,
Minyong and Pasi groups in the villages of Kabu, Lika, Pangin, Balek,
Monku and Rasam. The table shows a vigorous population capable of
multiplying and has enough potentialities for the supply of labour. The
number of children and young persons is more than the old men in the
villages. The following table shows the age structure of the villages under
study :

Age Structure

Villages 0-4 yrs. 5-15yrs. 16-44 yrs. 45 & above Total
Population
Lika 18 31 56 7 112
Kabu 99 131 219 113 562
Pangin 21 66 102 64 253
Balek 26 33 81 57 198
Monku 41 63 88 53 245
Rasam 27 53 90 54 224

The sex composition of the villages under study has been shown
in the above table. The females have outnumbered the males in
Kabu, Monku and Rasam villages. The females are prized in their
society. They supply the main labour in Jhum cultivation hence they are
nurtured with great care and affection. Among the Gallongs they fetch
bride’s price.
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Sex Ratio
Percentage of
Percentage of Females to

Villages Total Males to Total Total Tribes

Population Population Population
Lika 112 50.0 50.0 } Tai
Kabu 562 47.9 52.1 Gallong
Pangin 253 50.2 49.8 Minyong
Balek 198 52.3 47.7
Monku 245 46.2 53.8 } Pasi
Rasam 224 46.7 53.3

MARITAL STATUS

Adis are polygamous but this system of marriage is gradually dwindling
due to the spread of education and contact with plain’s people. The spread
of education is also responsible for the decay of the polyandry like union.
Still we have come across a few cases of polygamy in the villages under study.
In Kabu village, out of 97 married Gallong couples 12 have more than one
living wife. In Pangin village, out of 67 Minyong couples 3 are having more
than one living wife. Among the Pasis also there are a few polygamous
marriages. For example, in Balek village, out of 33 married couples 2 are
having more than one wife. There are two reasons for polygamy as given
by the Minyong informants. First, it is due to the fraility of the women.
Etra-marital relations are said to be more among the Gallong than among
the Minyongs. The other reason is that the women are a great help in the
cultivation and other domestic work. Sometimes due to the shortage of
hands in a household for cultivation, the head of the family takes more
than one wife.

HouseHoLD S1ze AND TYPES

The household size of the villages under study is given in the following
table. The smallest household size consisting of 1 member has been noticed
in the Pasi village. The largest size consisting of 26 persons has been found
in the Gallong village.

Size of Households
Total No. No. of house- No. of House- Households

Tribe of holds having bolds with above 10
Household Members 1-5 6-10 Members Members.

Gallong 97 38 48 11

Minyong 59 44 15 —

Pasi 125 71 53 1

F-3
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The average household size among the Gallong is 5.7 while among
the Minyong and Pasis it is 4 and 5 respectively.

The following types of households are prevalent among the Gallong,
Minyong and Pasi groups of lower part of Siang district :

Type 1 Wife, husband and children.

Type 2 Two wives, one husband and children.

Type 3 Wife, husband. husband’s brother and his wife.

Type 4 Widow mother, married sons and grandchildren.

Type 5 Widower father and unmarried children.

Type 6 Wife, husband, children and sister of husband.

Type 7 Wife, husband, children and husband of married daughter.

Type 8 Wife, husband, children and wife’s sister.

Type 9 Wife, husband, widow daughter and her married sons.

Type 10 Single member.

In the lower Siang district, the nuclear type of household is prevalent
in larger proportions than in the upper Siang. Out of 282 households
surveyed in the lower Siang 549, households are nuclear and 469, are joint
families. Data for the upper Siang was not available but on the basis of
local enquiries it was known that joint families were mostly found among
the tribes of the upper Siang. Opening of new avenues of earning in
the twonships of Arunachal and or the propensity of the new couples to live
separately may be contributing for the disintegration of the joint familes.

The joint families in which a married woman lives with her mother or
sister is quite absent among the Gallong and the Minyongs, but some
cases have been noticed in the Pasi villages The tradition among the Pasi is
that the girl after marriage stays with her mother till a child is born which
may be one of the responsible factors for such family type. A joint family
in which a married man lives with his parents or brothers is quite common
in all the groups.

POPULATION IN RELATION TO BIRTH PLACE

The following table shows the percentage of persons born in the villages
and out side the villages of our Survey :

Villages Total Persons born in Persons born outside
Population the village the village
%o 7o
Lika 112 35 65
Balek 119 63 37
Monku 246 66 34
Rasam 224 60 40
Pangin 253 63 37

Kabu 554 44 51
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Except Lika and Kabu vlllages, in the rest of the villages the inborn
population is comparatively higher than those born outside the village.
In Lika, out of 19 households, 18 are immigrants to this village. The places
from where they have come are Yabee, Bordam, Tapoli, Batch, Barojang,
Magee, Elisiro, Doke, Tatamori and Tirbin. The approximate period of
migration ranges from one to two generations. Most of the migrants to
Lika village have come with their families. They came to this village for
agriculture, contract work of timber and other services. In Kabu village,
the people migrated from old Basti at a distance of about two miles upstream
along the Kabu nala. This migraton took place around 1960. Availability
of wetrice land in the fertile valley of Siyum and Sippe rivers caused this
movement. In old Kabu, the Gallongs were practising mostly jhum
cultivation. The old site was on the slope of the hills. The new site is in
the flat valley. In Pangin village there were 59 households out of which
34 households were immigrants to this village. They came from the
villages in the upper region of Siang for agriculture. The period of
migration is mostly between 25 to 30 years. The villages from where
these migrants came were Komsing, Koreng, Yaksi, Kebang, Pareng,
Mollen, Sitang, Tarak, Begging, Jorsing and Riu. In the Pasi villages
of Balek, Rason and Monku, situated in the foothills of the Siang
district near Pasighat, most of the migrations took place after the
earthequake of 1950. These migrants came from the villages in the
upper Siang. In Balek village most of the people came from Siruk and
Adi Pasi villages of upper Siang. In Monku the migrants came from
the villages of Pankang, Sisen, Riga, Komsing, Dosing, Riu, Jorsing,
and Pangin. They were monthly Minyongs. In Rasom village the
migrants came from Siku, Riga, Sibuk and Jorsing, villages of upper
Siang. They were also Minyongs. It appears that the natural hazards
in the upper regions and the search for cultivable land were the chief
motives for the migration of the people from the upper to the lower areas in
Siang district.

OCCUPATIONS

In the villages surveyed, agriculture is the main occupational category.
It has been returned as the primary occupation of the people. Other
occupations are connected with agricultural labour and share cropping.
All the persons of a household are not engaged in cultivation. Only the
young and the able-bodied men and women are actively engaged in
agriculture. The old and the infirm persons and also the boys and girls
below 10 years of age do not work in the fields. Agricultural labour and
share cropping as primary occupation have been reported in the Pasi
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villages of the Balek group such as Balek, Monku and Rasam. Due to
shortage of arable land in the upper regions the people migrated to lower
regions. As a result there was heavy pressure of population on the available
land for wet rice cultivation. Most of the migrants got land but those
who could not get land became agricultural labour and share croppers.
It is why the village population is divided into two strata namely Mibuk and
Miku. The Mibuk are the refugees or the migrants to these villages while
the Miku are the old residents and possess the major part of the cultivable
land. There is no apparent discrimination or segregation among these
two segments of people. In the old villages of the Gallong and the
Minyongs, viz., Kabu, Lika and Pangin. the occupational category of
agricultural labour and share croppers are non-existent.

The secondary occupations in the villages surveyed are spinning
and weaving, contractor, .T.B.P. (India—Tibet border Police), boatman,
service and business. Spinning and weaving is done by the girls who
weave cloth for their personal use and for sale in the market. The
contractor’s work for the construction of house, roads, etc, is under-
taken by some persons of the village. Among the services the persons
are employed as peon, political interpretors and forest guards. The C.P.
W.D. Forest department and the India-Tibet border police organisation
gives employment to the local people. There are also some road building
organisations who give employment to the local population. Apart from
the local people these organisations have substantial number of people from
Nepal, Bihar, Uttar pradesh and Madras. Business as an occupation is
not dominant. Out of the six villages surveyed we could get one Gallong
man in Kabu and one Minyong man in Pangin village owning a shop. They
sell goocery stores, tea, and betel nuts. The shop owner at Kabu village
has closed his shop due to the paucity of funds.



CHAPTER 1
SETTLEMENT PATTERN AND HOUSE-TYPES

The complexities of the various physical features, viz., geology, relief,
drainage, climate, soil and natural vegetation have profound impact, both
attractive and restrictive, on the selection of sites and morphological plans
of the villages, while cultural factors as the type of agricultue, i.e., shifting
and sedentary, population density, accessibility, social customs, traditions and
taboos have guided the orientation and arrangement of clusters of different
sizes belonging to different tribes and sub-tribes.

The distribution of the villages are mainly along the courses of rivers
and their tributaries. They keep close to the river courses but avoid the low
lands. Generally the hill-tops are preferrred as it ensures security against
inter-village feuds which was rampent in the past.

Selection of the site for a new village is usually done in December
after the harvest. After selecting a site, the group settles down in the new
site and start clearing the forest. Thus a new Adi village grows out of a
small nucleus. The village looks from a distance to be an assemblage of
haphazardly scattered huts due to the topographical conditions. The
nucleus of the village is first formed on the hill-top and the village grows
downwards as the population increases. Granaries are found away from
the main village for protection against fire.

Villages in lower Siang can be discussed under the following types.

VILLAGES ON THE FOOTHILLS

The foothills of Siang are characterised by hills of moderate elevations
overlooking the Assam plains. In this zone, the river and its tributaries
cut across the hills and enter the plains. The villages are found along
the river valleys and are situated on the elevated banks where flat land is
available.

The Gallongs, Pasis, Padams and plain Miri villages are distributed
along the foothill zone of the Siang district. Except the plain Miris the
other groups live in villages situated on elevated river terraces.

Lika, a typical village of the foothill, is situated at a distance
of 5 Kms from the circle headquarter. The site of the village is at an
elevated terrace of the Sijji river. The approximate height of the village
is 250 metres from the sea level. The approach to the village is possible
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after wading through the Sijji river which becomes turbulent during the rainy
season. In the dry season the water in the river dwindles to waist deep with
vast stretches of dry and boulder filled beds. During our visit to the village
in the month of December, 1968 we found a number of labourers from Bihar
collecting boulders from the dry bed of the river near village. These
stones are required for road construction in the plains. Near the village
the width of the river decreases to 20 metres, therefore, it is easy to cross.
During rainy season the people cross this river by a cane suspension bridge
situated 2 kms upstream.

Even from the bank of the Sijji river we could not see the Lika village
as it was hidden from sight by a high and steep river terrace. A forest
road (unmetalled) starting from the river bank passes by the village. From
the road 3 or 4 paths radiate to the village. The paths lead through bushes
and gradually going up the slope to the high terrace. The different paths
lead to different parts of the same village. One of the four paths leads
to the house of the Head Gam. (village headman) and the other three lead to
the northern, central and southern parts of the village. The village has
assumed a linear pattern due to the site on the high bank of the river.

After reaching the top of the terrace we could see the whole village.
The barking of dogs was the first sound we heard while entering the village.
The houses are made on the stilts of bamboo, 5 to 10 feet high from
the ground. The roof is made of grass and leaves. The roof is so slopy
that it protects the walls and the interior of the house is not visible.
When we passed by the side of the houses we could hear the jingling
sound of the people at work inside the house. The noise of the playing
boys and girls and the heavy sound of the pestle and mortar were some
of the familiar sounds in the village.

The village Lika has 17 households. The houses and the granaries
are arranged in a linear pattern on the elevated parts of the river terrace.
On the terrace itself the houses form four clusters. Each cluster has
residential huts, kitchengardens in between the huts and working sheds.
The village granaries are situated at some distance from the residential
huts. The working sheds are used for weaving, husking and doing other
pieces of work. The clustering of the houses is not due to the affiliations
of kinship, clan or any other social considerations but due to the nature of
the terrain. The village site itself is divided into minor elevations and
depressions. The depressions are poorly drained during the rainy season.
The houses are therefore clustered on the elevations.

The village Lika is multi-clan and the people are divided into Nije and
Nira groups. Both the groups marry with each others. The important
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clans found in this village are Tai, Taju, Rumdo. Kamchan, Dinni and
Boyer. There is no clan-wise segregation of the houses as Tai, Ada and
Taju houses may be seen in the same cluster. The people of the Tai clan
are the old residents of this village and are in majority but the Rumdo
and Bojir clans have migrated to this village from interior of Siang some
2—3 years back for wet-rice cultivation.

The houses are made from the local materials, viz., bamboo, wood and
leavcs of trees or paddy straw depending upon the availability. The house
of Mr. X a Tai of this village is made on a raised platform of wooden
planks at the height of 3 metres from the ground. The wall is made of
wooden planks and the roof is made of paddy straw. There are no windows
in the walls. There is a sliding door in the front. The house may be
divided into three parts i.e., namra inner part of the house), the nilokada
or the verandah for males and nimekoda or the verandah for females.

The inner part of the houseis a square shaped big hall. It has a
mippum or fireplace in the centre. On the left hand side of the fireplace
married brother with his wife and unmarried brothers sleep on the floor.
There is no restriction on the unmarried brothers to have sexual relations
with the wife of the elder brother but the educated people are objecting
to this practice. The right hand side of the fireplace is usually reserved
for the parents and their unmarried sons. The back side of the fireplace
is used by young unmarried sisters. Pigsty is on the other side of the house.
On the fireplace a rack of trays made of bamboo and cane is kept and
arranged one over the other. The tray right over the fire is called Kameh
which is blackened by the smoke. It is used for smoking the fish. Above
Kameh is another tray called Rapka which is used for drying the paddy before
it is husked. Only that quantity of paddy is kept in rapka which is husked
for daily consumption. Above Rapka there is a big platform of wood (Kyik)
where household things are kept, such as mats, cane baskets, erc. The
inner room is quite dark and smoky. Even in the day the inmates sitting
inside the room are not visible from outside. A Kerosene oil lamp is
burnt at night.

The outer part of the house consists of a covered verandah facing the
main entrance. The out side verandah has an uncovered portico which is
used for drying paddy.. The covered part of the verandah is used for receiv-
ing the guests. Inside, the house the family sit and gossip. Usually the
womenfolk are seen with the loom weaving cloth, etc., in the verandah.

The house has two entrances. One in the front and the other at the
back portion of the house. The entrance is made by a long piece of wood
in which notches have been carved out. The front ladder is used by men
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and the rear ladder by the womenfolk. The space below the plinth of
the house is used for storing fuel wood. The pigs also loiter and sleep
under the plinth.

VILLAGES ON THE HILLTOPS

Villages perched on the top of the hills are another noticeable settle-
ment types in the Siang district. Such villages may be seen along the
Likabali—Along—Sangam road as we leave the foothill zone and reach
in the interior or in the zone of moderate hills and valleys. The hilltop
villages are highly dispersed due to the nature of topography and are
situated near river and its tributaries, The villages are situated on varying
altitudes, ranging from 300 metres (Magi) to 1000 metres (YAKSI) in the
lower Siang district. The gentle and sunny slopes of hills overlooking some
river or stream are the favourable sites. The houses are arranged on the
hill slopes in such a way that they may not hinder the natural flow of rain
water and the air circulation. The village thus assumes different patterns
depending on the site. The houses are arranged more or less in rows
ranging round the hillside from the top-downwards. This is because the
village starts from the top and extends downwards as the population
increases. The pioneers to the village occupy the top of the hill-side
and subsequent migrants occupy the lower slopes. Usually there is a
central path with steps from the top to bottom of the village with houses
on either side facing each other. “There are also paths between the rows
leading away from the central path in the form of ribs radiating from the
back bone’? ;

The houses of the hill villages are made of bamboo, wood and leaves
but their shape differs from those mentioned earlier. The house on the
hilltop is made on the slight declivities of the hill sides. A platform of the
split bamboo is made on the declivity of the site. The front portion of the
platform is about 3 metres high from the ground but the back portion
is only 1 metre above the ground. As the back portion of the
house is on the wupper slope of the declivity and the front on the
lower slopes, hence small supporting bamboos are used at the back and long
bamboo pieces are used at the front. There is no change in the plan of the
hill-top house as compared with the houses on the foothills. The paddy
stalks are not used as roof and wall material in the hill top houses. Timber
and wooden planks are not used also.

The village Pangin, a Minyong village, offers a typical example of the
hill-top villages in the area. Located at an altitude of about 1000 metres,
the built-up area of village is divided into four parts as a result of the

1. Roy—Sachin pp. 55, 1960.
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dissected village site by the Ruteh and Urbung streams. Each part of the
village is named separately as Moli, Kumruk, Mobuk and Rusing and
comprises of a number of hutments. These four hamlets comprise the
village Pangin. The village has 56 households and the members are related
to one another by blood or affinity. The arrangement of hutments and
their spatial distance depend on the nature of the site and the availability
of permanent sources of water. In Moli hamlet, the hutments are arranged
in a semi-circle with two rows of huts arranged around an open space where
community festival takes place. The village dormitory, the house of the
village Gam (chief) and other village elites lie in the inner circle. Besides,
the residents also of this inner circle belong to that group of clans who are
old migrants to this village. The clans found within the inner circle are
Mesar, Gao, Tamo, Tarang, Taki and Tateh. The houses are well-built and
spacious. In the outer ring of Moli hamlet, the hutments are poorly
built and belong to those clans who are the subsequent migrants to this
village. The clans found here are Uodang, Tamo, Panor, Dupak. In other
hamlets of Pangin village the huts are arranged in a haphazard manner
due to tke nature of the village site. Rusing and Mobuk hamlets are oldest
parts of the village while Kumruk and Moli are the recent extensions.

House TYPE

Invariably a residential hut in Pangin village has some subsidiary
stuctures like pigsty, fowl shed, granary, efc. As we have already seen,
the Gallongs make the pigsty as part of the residential hut. Among
the Minyongs, pigsty is made away from the main hut. Other subsidiary
structures are Porok ekkum (Shed for fowls) and Kumsum (husking or shed)
which are made a little away from the residential huts.

The Ekkum (residential hut) is made on a platform of bamboo and
contains a big rectangular room. Around the main room there are tungo
or covered porticos. The portico in the front of the house is wider than on
the sides. In the front part of the portico the women weave Galle and do
other domestic work. The guests are also received here. In the open portico
they keep paddy and raw cotton for drying. In the Kogrukian (side portico)
a number of Pertir (Cane baskets) may be seen hanging from the inner side
of the roof in which they keep fowls for laying eggs, efc.

The inner side of the big room has Jullung (fireplace) in the centre.
On one side of the fireplace an enclosure, by straight wooden sticks, is
made in which the family sleeps. This place is known as errang. The other
members of the family sleep on any three sides of the fireplace. On entrance
in a Minyong house, the left side of the fireplace is rising. Here male
members of the family sleep. On the right side of the fireplace is Kodang.

F—4
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Here the miri or the village priest is consulted. The household utensils,
pestle and morter, are also kept in kodang. Opong, a favourite drink, is
prepared in kodang. The side of the fireplace facing the entrance is called,
satak-guding where guests are received. The place on the opposite side
of the fireplace is errang where short enclosure is made. Here the head of
the household sleeps with his wife and minor children. Errang is also used
as a place for child birth.

The pigsty is made either at the side or at the back of the
residential hut. It is a bamboo platform enclosed by bamboo walls and
covered by roof made of the leaves of areca palm. The upper part of the
pigsty is used as latrine. In the lower part pigs are kept at night.

The fowl shed (Porok-ekkum) is a small rectangular shed made of
bamboo and leaves. It is made near the residential hut. The fowls are
kept here at night.

The husking shed is either made in front of the house or at any
suitable place near the residential hut. Formerly paddy was husked with
pestle and morter, now it is done by a husking implement operated by legs.
The husking implement is known as Keeper. It consists of a big piece of log
(yessing) laid horizontally on four straight sticks (Dibang). At one end of the
log, a big stone is tied to make the end heavy. Below it, a pointed wooden
stick of 12" is fixed. This stick is called yeggi. Below yeggi a wood container
(Kiar) is kept in which paddy is husked. When this end of the log is pressed
by legs, the other end rises and falls with sound in the Kiar and paddy is
husked. In the early morning the village resounds with the sound of husking
paddy. One resident of Pangin village has purchased a husking machine
operated by Kerosene oil. He informed that it saves time and is easy to
operate. Other village people also take their paddy for husking on payment
either in terms of rice or money.

A few families of Pangin village make farm houses near the field of wet
rice cultivation. These are rudimentary bamboo structures mainly used for
keeping farm implements, like plough (Nangor), leveller (Moyi) and a pair of
bullocks They also make granaries (Kumsum) near the streamlets and away
from the main village.

Pangin village has four aqueducts, each in the four hamlets They are
bamboo water pipes connected with perennial streams on the hilltops. The
water is used for drinking, and the excess water is drained off to irrigate the
fields.

The village Pangin has shifted its site from time to time. According to
the old residents the village was situated on a hill near the confluence of Siyum
and Siang rivers, some one hundred years back. At the old site the village
was known as Lippo. From here the village shifted down the river Siang to
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differeat sites both on the left and right banks of the Siang river. Now the
village is situated on the Ruteh and urbung tributaries of the Siang river.
The present site was occupied some 50 years back. [t started as a small
hamlet known as Kumko or Mobuk. As the population grew up, the hamlet
Kumko was sub-divided into Rusing, later on Kumko and Rusing were again
divided into Kumruk and Moli hamlets The old hamlets namely Kumko and
Rusing are on the higher elevation of the terrace and the other two namely
Kumruk and Moli are on the lower slopes of the terrace. We were informed
that the old settlements had water difficulties during the months of March
and April. Therefore, the people shifted to lower areas. Other informants
told that the shifting was mainly due to the availability of the wet-rice fields
in the valleys. The opening of the Pangin—Pasighat jeepable road near the
Pangin village was another factor which attracted the people to come down
to the lower heights. But the shift had already taken place to lower areas
before the road was opened. Some informents told that the shift of families
from higher parts of Pangin started around 1950. The wet-rice cultivation
was also introduced in the Pangin village around 1950. Therefore, the
introduction of wet-rice cultivation may be the chief consideration for the
village to shift.

VILLAGES IN THE FLAT ALLUVIAL VALLEYS

The villages in the flat valley assume a rectangular or square pattern
depending on the site. Such villages are permanent and shift their sites less
frequently than the hilltop villages. Kabu, a Gallong village, is a typical
example of the valley settlement. It is situated in a wide valley formed by
the confluence of the Siyum and Sippe rivers. The altitude of the valley is
1000 metres from mean sea level. In the lower part of the valley there
are fields of wet-rice cultivation of Kabu village. In the slightly higher
alluvial terraces of the valley the habitations are clustered. The Kabu
stream passes by the village site and meets the Siyum river. Thus the village
site is limited by Siyum river in the north and the Kabu stream in the east
of the village. Before 1962, the Kabu village was situated on the hilltop
at a distance of about 2 Kms from the present site in the upper region of
Kabu stream. High death rate and shortage of land were the main causes
for shifting of the village to the new site. The entire village at old Kabu
did not shift at the same time. In the beginning some 20 households mostly
belonging to Loyi clan moved to the new site. They occupied a vast stretch
of flat alluvial valley and started permanent cultivation of paddy by plough.
At the old site Loya another clan was doing shifting cultivation. Gradually
they came to know the advantages of the new site and slowly other house-
holds came and occupied the land in the flat valley. [n the year 1969 there
were 78 households with 569 members in Kabu village. The village may be
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divided into two segments, one occupied by Loyi clan and the other by
Loya clans. The derre or the village dormitory is in the central portion of
the village. Both the clans intermarry among themselves. Other clans who
migrated to this village were through marriage and also to get wet-rice
land in this area. Some of the important clans who settled down in Kabu
village are Yete, Darkang, Yesi, Jinning, Bagra, Lomi, efc. All these clans
belong to Gallong tribe and came from villages of the same name as those
of the clans. The village has four water taps connected with perennial
streams. The lower primary school is situated towards the western part of
the village. It had two teachers one of which hailed from Uttar Pradesh
and the other from Assam. There was a playground near the school. The
games played by tribal students were football and vollyball. A cane suspen-
sion bridge made across Siyum river in the year 1965 connects the village
by path to the hills for shifiing cultivation. The village granaries were
mostly concentrated in the lower slopes near the Kabu stream. It was
observed that the granaries were mostly located near water points in order
to protect it from fire. The grave-yard is away from the settled area of
the village. There was one grocer’s shop owned by a person of Loyi clan
of this village who caters in items of daily use like salt, kerosene oil,
bidi, etc.

The people of Kabu also make temporary houses in the wet-rice
fields in the valley and in the Jhum fields on the hills. In the wet-rice
field the houses are more elaborate and commodius than those in the
Jhum fields. During sowing and harvesting the whole family stay in the
farm houses. The farm house contains nakum or the hut for storing
seeds, a hut for keeping farming implements, a cattle shed and a living
hut. All these structures are enclosed in a courtyard and the boundary
is made by bamboo The huts in the Jhum fields are rudimentary shelters
where the men and women stay during sowing and clearing.

A typical Gallong house of Kabu village is made on a rectangular
platform of the size 25'x30°. The platform is made of split bamboo and
stands on wooden poles 5to 10 feet above the ground Leaves of areca
palm, locally called Tokpat, is used in the construction of the roof. The
inner part of the house is a big hall. It has a fireplace in the centre.
The other part of the hall is divided -into sleeping places (Lago), Husking
place (Mimar), place of marriage rituals (Niyode), birth place (Pime nyod).
The fireplace is known as maram where the firewood is kept burning. It
is the centre of all indoor activities. The fire keeps them warm. On the
firewood a three legged iron stand is kept. The aluminum pot is kept over
the stand for preparing rice. Just above the fireplace a platform is made
of straight sticks. These sticks are supported on the side pillars. The plat-
form of the stick is known as kam. It is used for smoking the fish, pork
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and mutton, erc. Above the kam is another platform of cane mat (rapko)
where paddy of daily use is kept for drying. Above it is the third platform
tumik where baskets and household artifacts are kept. On the fourth
platform known as marum, they keep other heavy things of domestic use.
The place around the fireplace is called niyosi. The inmates of the house
sit near niyosi and guests are given a piece of wood to sit near the fireplace.
Two entrances are provided in the house. The entrance in the front has
a small partition wall of bamboo just near the door. It secludes the inmates
from outsiders. The other entrance is towards one side of the bouse.
Water containers of bamboo are kept near the side entrance.

House CONSTRUCTION

The construction of the house is initiated in the form of a proposal
to be discussed and passed by the village community sitting in kebang
meeting. After the proposal is passed, then the work starts. A new house
is constructed under the circumstances as. (1) a young man after
marriage wants to have a separate house for himself, (2) sometimes a new-
comer from another village wants to live among them as he could get land,
so a new house is constructed for him, (3) the house has become dilapi-
dated beyond all repairs and has to be replaced by a new one and, (4) a
joint family sometimes breaks due to quarrel, erc., hence the nuclear family
desires to live separately.

The proposal for house construction being accepted and approved, a
suitable site has to be selected. In Kabu village the auspicious site is
selected by the nibo or village priest. He will put the onion under the soil
on a particular day and the next day he will take it out and decide whether
the selected site is auspicious or not. After the site is selected, the man
whose house is to be constructed,‘gocs to the houses of his clan men with the
request to participate in the house construction.

The house of Kardo Loya, a resident of Kabu village, was very old.
He gave a proposal to the village Kebang for the construction of a new
house on a new site. He invited the village nibo to select the site. The
work started on 10th January 1969 during our stay in this village. On the
first day men and women assembled on the site and a proper division
of labour was chalked out. The men in groups of 6 and 8 went to the
forest to bring bamboos. The women formed another group and brought
leaves of areca palm. Another group of women brought dried pietes
of bamboo. In all there were 70 men and women engaged for the
collection of materials for house construction on the first day. Kardo Loya
fed all of them rice, pork and a pomg (drink). It took 4-5 daysto
complete the house and the owner of the house has to feed them every day.
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House construction is quite expensive affair. The man intending to get
a house constructed should have enough stock of rice. If the owner of the
house is rich he will distribute cow or Mithun meat and feed the parti-
cipants, but as Kardo Loya was poor he distributed pork on this occasion.

DaiLy LiFe

The daily life of the Gallong and the Minyongs are very much regulated
by the weather conditions. Even their mood and stamina to work is
influenced by the weather conditions. In a cloudy, cold and muggy day,
the Gallong and Minyong look morose and lazy and prefer to stay within
the house than to go out in the jhum field. Few boys and girls are seen
playing out side the huts. A clear sunny day brings cheers and activities
in the village.

Life in a Gallong village begins with the cocks crow. Although it is
dark yet the women get up and start husking the paddy. The village
resounds with the sound of the pestle and morter. The young girls go to
the aqueduct with bamboo containers to bring drinking water. The men
take out the pigs from the pigsty and feed them on the discarded opong,
broken rice and millets. They also feed the fouls and chickens. Inside
the huts the women prepare food consisting of rice and vegetables By
6 a.m. food is ready and the men and women take the morning food.
They take their lunch packets of the same food items and go to the jhum
fields. The old men, women and small girls and boys are left in the
village. The old women and girls go to their village orchards and collect
oranges in Igne (cane baskets). The vegetables growing in the kitchen
gardens are also collected. Some of the popular vegetables are bayom
(brinjal), belong (jackfruit), papum (sweet gourd), on tenga (lemon) omrih
(papaya), warhi (chilly) and pertu (lai-sag) ; a baby vegetable. The old
women and girls take these items to the market at Along and Pangin and
sell them. In the afternoon they return to the village after purchasing
kerosene oil, bidi, cigarette, cotton thread, tobacco leaves, efc. Some of the
young girls who do not go to the market or to the jhum field sit out-
side their hut and weaves galle. The old woman sit near the joom and
teach the new entrant. The girls weave the galle with great interest and
attention. Timely they take rest by loosening the fold of the loom. Some
of the girls, we observed, were smoking. While weaving some of them
recite Hindi film songs. The old women sitting near them take a lot of
betle nuts and lime. The small boys and girls play in the village. The
small children are left to the care of their elder brothers and sisters when
the parents are away to the field or market. Sometimes the young child is
left to the care of the old women. When a child cries he is immediately
attended to by any member of the household.
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LIrE IN A MINYONG VILLAGE

In Pangin village, we were informed that the old msen and
women have formed two parties. The old men’s party knewn as Mije
Dolung will sit together in a comfortable part of the village and make cane
baskets, igne, and some repairs of the hut. During work they gossip quite
often. The topics discussed are about kebang decisions, Jhum parties,
contract work, behaviour of some boys and girls in the village, etc. One
man starts the discussion on a particular topic and continues it for some
time then stop. The other man then takes up the topic, goes on speaking,
and stops. While replying they donot see face to face. They will do the
work and discuss at the same time. The party of old women (mine dolung),
mostly help in weaving galle, going to the market and doing odd jobs of the
household. In the afternoon, the girls prepare apong or rice-beer for the
men who have gone to the fields. Shortly before sunset the party returns
from the jhum fields to the village. Women bring firewood collected in the
igne or cane baskets from the jhum fields. The husband takes the little
baby on his back. Both men and women come in a line. The women are
kept in the front of the husband while walking through the forest. Some
men at Kabu and Pangin villages take guns with them in the forest.
Guns have been issued to them by the Government for hunting as it is more
effective than the spear, bow and arrow. Some of the men who donot go to
the jhum fields on a particular day spend their day in fishing and hunting.

In the evening, the village once again assumes a lively appearance. The
men and women return from their work. The girls go to the aqueduct
to collect water. Fire is lit in the huts and preparation of food starts.
After returning from the fields, as the men are tired, they take apong
and relax for a while. Then they feed the pigs, fowls, etc. The supper is
taken early and the whole family sit around the fire inside the hut and
gossip. Visits among the village people are often exchanged at this time.
Often a visitor from some distant village bring apong which is prepared in
his home and gives it to his host. The Gallongs and Minyong are very
particular in reciprocal relationships.

By 8 P.M. the whole village goes to sleep. They sleep by the side
of the fire and use pieces of wood as pillows.” They cover themselves with
gadu (cotton quilt) while sleeping.

The small boys and girls between 3—6 years age group, spend their day
time in play and amusements. The Games commonly played are climbing
hills, running down the slopes, etc. They make carts fitted with small wheels
and run swiftly down the slopes.

Ponung or Community dances are observed in the village in which both
the men and women participate. It relieves them of the fatigue and monotony
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of the daily life. Ponung is observed on a small scale daily at nightin a
‘particular hut or in the village dormitory in which both boys and girls
participate. Ponung is also observed on a large scale in honour of some
guest in the village. In Kabu village the Gallongs celebrated the farewell
of a retired major of Army who was posted in that area for a very long
time. The major was very popular with the people as he used to give
substantial help in the welfare of the vilage. Ponung was also observed to
celebrate our stay in the village. In the Ponung a bonefire is prepared around
which the boys and girls, men and women dance in a circle. Among the
Gallongs, men and women dance together in a circle by keeping both hands
around the waist of the partner. The initiator of the dance stands in the
centre of the circle and sings while brandishing a sword in his hand. The
dance is led either by a male or a female. The partners are often changed
during the dance.

Among the Minyongs this dance takes place in a different way. Hence
the men and women stand in two files facing each other and dance in a
rhythmic way. The man who leads the dance is called ponung. It is said
that the art of ponung dance is traditional among the Minyongs, while the
Gallongs have imitated it. The Minyong dance is marked with slow
rhythms of the legs. By both hands they form beautiful nexus at the
back of each other. On the occasion of Solung puja, after the harvest, the
Minyong dance continues for four days without any break. A Minyong
ponung dance may be divided into three parts according to the movements
of the body. In the first stage the women dance with their hands folded
at the back. In the second stage they dance and move while clapping and
swinging sideways. In the third stage they lift their legs in a systematic way
making a good sound by rubbing the legs on the ground.



CHAPTER 1V

MATERIAL ARTIFACTS AND FOOD HABITS

DRESS AND ORNAMENT

The usual dress of a Gallong male is a short dhoti, a shirt and a
waistcoat (gasuk). The gasuk is woven locally but the dhoti and shirt are
purchased from the market at Along. During the summer, mostly they go
bare bodied. But whenever they go out they must put a dumlup and carry a
yok. Dumlup is a cane hat; its base form cones at the anterior and
posterior ends. It is made with cane strips and cane splits in such a fashion
that it can protect the head from rains or from the blow of any heavy
implement. The base of the Minyong dumlup does not form sharp cones at
the ends. Whenever and wherever they go, whether in the forests or to
attend the market, they carry one yok (cutter) introduced into a scabbard,

(hobuk). The hobuk with the yok is left hanging on one side, from the neck
by means of a string. Yok is a multipurpose implement and a variety of

jobs, viz., cutting, felling of trees on the jhum field, hunting wild animals,
sacrificing animals in rituals, slicing timber for the construction of house, etc.
are done with this. Yok is quite heavy and is made by the local blacksmiths.
A mini-yok, known as yoksik is used for making bamboo strips for making
baskets or other types of basketry. When the Gallong men attend to agri-
cultural pursuits, they wear languti, a piece of loin cloth, the two ends are
passed through peka and let hanging. Peka is a cane strip 5 to 8 cubits in
length, and is worn round the waist. Ituk, a cap made out of hide skin was
very much used earlier, but now a days ituk is going out of fashion. Another
type of headgear, gillitalep, fitted with feathers, was used by nib at the time
of marriage. Situmkebang, haversack made of cane and bark fibres, is also
a constant companion of the Gallong. Situmkebang is kept fixed at the back.
Whenever, they will leave the village for outdoor work, scarf, food, drinking
water and such other essential items are carried in it. Gallong men do not
shave ; they pluck out the facial hair with the help of pincers, remchak.
Haircutting is done with two yok held in the form of a pair of scissors. The
family members help each other to have their hair cut.

Earlier, the Gallong women used to wear Jese (L 2} ft B 2 ft), skirt with
black border. But they tell that the modern gale and gamucha, skirt and
sheet, have been borrowed by them from the plains. Common ornaments
used by them are yokke (anklt), koje (bungle), barpo (cane wristlet), ratek
(ear plug), rayi (ear ornament).

Tadok is a very precious bead necklace common to both the Gallong
and the Minyong. No one knows when and where from these tadoks were

F-5
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purchased. But they believe that these were procured by their forefathers.
The tadoks may be of grey or yellow or blue beads, knotted with thread.
There may be two to fourteen rows of beads. The Gallong have different
names for each, such as domne (of ash coloured beads), dokso (of blue
beads), tagum (of grey beads). The Minyong too have a variety of tadoks
such as rage (of blue and white beads), shelling, ponkam (of blue and black
beads) and teksing (worn tight round the throat). The Gallong suggest some
fantastic prices and tell that a domne costs 4,000 rupees, a dokso or a tagum
costs 2,000 rupees. The prices quoted are sentimental because we are sure,
if these beads or bead necklace are sold outside the Arunachal region, in the
plains, these would not have this much of face value. Brides coming into a
family bring radoks from their parental home and these become the property
of the husbands family. Possession of tadok elevates the family status.
The Minyong have the idea that their forefathers used to get these tadoks
by barter from the Bokers and the Membas who in their turn got them
from the Tibetans. Even now they can evaluate these tadoks in terms
of the barter rate, viz., tage, shelling or teksing used to be exchanged
for one boar. Sometimes even two boars were given for one fage. Dudak
is used by the men round the neck and it was exchanged for one mithun.
Dudak is even now used by the elderly persons and it adds to his prestige.
Young girls, specially those having schoo! education, do not use tadok save
and except for any occasion of festivity.

In the Minyong house, on the gullung (fireplace) there is a two-tier plat-
form hanging from the ceiling. The base tier is called perap and the second
tier is boram. Perap is mostly used for keeping paddy for drying and on the
boram salt and spices are kept. Cooking is done in aluminium pots and medap
or bamboo pincers serve as ladle. In every house, in one corner Kipar (morter)
is filted to husk paddy or to pound rice. Rice powder is used for preparing
rice cake, etting, which is a delicacy. Petok, bamboo vessel for bringing
water or keeping water ; paying, sieve ; jarang, basket for keeping vegetables ;
bilen, haversack ; byorjung, apparatus for preparing apong ; eggin, carrying
basket ; kurpiack, mat made of wild leaves are some of the common articles
found in an average Minyong house. Inside the house there is very little furni-
tures, in one corner there may be one or two bed steads made of splited
bamboos. In another corner of the apartment borjee, apparatus for preparing
apong is installed. On the walls the hookat, basket for keeping fish, Jepe,
square based cane basket with cane straps agen, Kare (haversack), eggin
(carrying basket) are all kept hanging. Besides, they have the common winno-
wing fan opo, four legged winnowing fan (Pakker), assi (small basket) in side
the house. All these different types of baskets are made of cane strips and
bamboo and are made by the men during leisure hours. The Gallong and the
Minyong are fairly clean in their habit. At present, the villagers living in
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the vicinity of the township or having frequent contact with Along, have
learnt the use of soap for washing clothes or for cleaning body. Taking
bath is not their regular habit, but it all depends upon convenience and
leisure. They take bath either in the mid day or in the evening on any
spring side or in the main water source of the village. Taking of bath and
cleaning of clothes go simultaneously. The children do it along with their
parents. Young boys and young girls bath separately.

According to the health department in Arunachal Pradesh, scabbies,
trachoma, goitre, T.B. and veneral diseases are some of the common medical
problems. Most of these health hazards are also to be met in lower Siang.
These days a few small-pox cases are also there. According to the health
department, it is suspected that the germs of small-pox have been carried by
outsiders entering Arunachal or by the Arunachal people returning from
plais-towns. Malaria is absolutely unknown. About three miles from
Along, there is a leprosy centre with patients from different villages of lower
Siang. They are not so much hospital minded and in the village of Kabu,
situated only about 5 miles from Along, Sick people have been seen to be
sacrificing pig, cat, chicken for quick recovery. Only when they are seriously
sick, on the point of death, they go to hospitals, that too on the insistence
of the village elders.

The people of lower Siang know the use of salt for quite a long time.
The Bori would procure salt from Tibet and salt was bartered, pesikore or
bipeng to the Minyong (@ one boar for approximately five kg. of salt. Now
salt is procured from markets or C.P.O. stores at Along, Pangin, Bolen and
Pasighat. Boris also bartered to the Minyong slab of iron, eggin @ 1 small
boar=1 eggin ; Nambi, black waist coat with high collar @ 1 small boar for
1 Nambi. The eggins were shaped into desired implement by the yongmo,
blacksmiths of the Minyong and Gallong. The Padam used to get 20 to 25
galuk (waistcoat) from the mishmis in lieu of one mithun. Earlier the
Minyong used to make Jupsing, white long coat or gapcnggaluk, white warm
coat for the ladies. But now these articles have gone out of fashion. Skirts
used by the Minyong ladies are of two types-gaseng that is red in colour
used by the girls of well-to-do families and sebar, green or black in colour,
used by opan (poor) girls. Even some 20/25 years back these gaseng and
sebar were bartered to the Gallong (@ 1 gaseng or 1 sebra for 5 beads of
Tadok. Gallongs still visit the Minyong villages with imp (bamboo soots)
and approximately 6 or 7 kgs. of imp are bartered for one dog. The Gallong
imps are considered to be tastier than those made by others. In this whole
area even now 1 cow or 1 bull is exchanged for 1 grem (big brass dish) or 1
tadok. Both the Gallong and Minyong boil their foodstuff and add a pinch
of salt to it. But now, due to contact with outsiders, they have learnt the
use of mustard oil which they procure from the shops or C.P.O. stores.
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FOOD HABITS

Apart from collecting their day to day requirements of fuelwood from
the neighbouring jungles, the Gallong also procure some available timbers.
In the Gallong area a number of wild medicinal plants are collected by the
local people ; these are taksap, oyin, joko and rari. For preparing curry,
they carry leaves of wild Knoye (banana), oyik, jojo, yegro, taka, ogen ; wild
edible roots such as ninggom, nyamcha, koka, nying, hesa ; and wild edible
fruits such as buri, darike, belam, liba, takuk, sibem, korra, siu and tatar, are
also collected almost regularly. The wild animals frequently hunted are sochar
(deer), sora (pig), sobe (monkey), kobu (rat). Flesh of sochar and sora are
also sold by them in the market of Along.

In the Minyong area, the wild edible items collected from the forest are
wild leaves (rowri, okum, kakitekden, oyik, ogen, osut,oparam, oji, obyap,
ogik, opopemo, aksap, turan, kochipinyo,)agjor and byongke) and wildfruits
(tagum, belong, lapuk, taktir, anke bibang and bime). Besides, sidung (wild
deer), situng (bear), sira (boar), sibeng (wild monkey with big hair), sikat
(wild squirrel) are the common animals found in the forests. Pesik, pegang,
killum, peki and kiying are the common wild birds that are hunted by the
people with bows and arrows.

The wild leaves mentioned above are boiled and taken with rice. Edible
fruits except lapuk are taken as it is. The skin of the wild animals are
peeled off, then roasted or boiled and the meat is taken just by adding little
salt. Monkey is a delicacy. If during dorung kiruk (community hunting)
any monkey is hunted, the head of the animals is taken by the seniormost
member. If a monkey is hunted, it is kept on the perap or boram (hanging
platform over the fireplace) and it is fireburnt for 2/3 days ; and then it is
taken with chillies or salt. But the monkey with big hair (sibeng besor)
should be taken by men, while the other variety, monkey with short hair,
(sibeng bedong) is to be taken by the women only. Earlier, the Minyong used
to extract fast colours from some wild plants.

They take the flesh of almost all the animals that are domesticated or
are to be seen in the area. Cattle, Mithun, chicken pig, deer, squirrel, rat
are much liked. Now and then, this animal or that is offered to some
spirit ; and the animal being slaughtered the meat is shared by all. They do
not take tiger, elephant or snake. The Gallong are fond of dog’s meat and
dog thus becomes a major item of barter.

They take fish but never purchase it. During their leisure hours or off
days, they catch fish by traps or with the help of rafts. Fish when caught
through collective effort is shared equally. Fish is grilled and then the scales
are cleaned to take it with a bit of salt. Often fishes are kept over the fire-
place, on the hanging tiers for days together to get it smoked. Smoked fish
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or roasted fish is served to the guests with a pot of apong. This is a great
honour for the guests. In the Along market, a few Gallongs have been seen
selling fishes. Selling of fish or meatis not regarded as derogatory occupation.
The locally made beer, opo (of Gallong) and opong (of Minyong) is
much in use as a drink for daily use, for offering to the different spirits to
appease them, for entertaining guests, as an elixir for the sick and the weak.
Ritual without the offering of apong is no ritual at all, feasting without
turning tipsy with apong is no feasting at all. Any guest at any house will
receive a cup of apong at least. They feel much if the cup is refused. Every
house, that of rich or poor, is furnished with beer preparing apparatus. They
do not keep prepared apong for a long time. Good apong is sweet to taste
and itis an art to prepare sweet apong. In a village not all the boys or girls
are adept in this art. It is a common talk in a village ‘you can know the
heart by tasting the apong made by her’, opong is generally made by the
women, and whenever they are to entertain honoured guests, the young girls
are vested with this duty. Men and women, boys and girls, all drink apong.
Apongisa beer brewed from rice or other cereals. Regarding the
process of brewing, we are quoting from Sen Gupta (1952), “opong is an
extract in hot water and sometimes in hot and cold water, made with slightly
fermented millet ragi, locally called mirung (Eleusine coracana), or with a
mixture of mirung and other cereal or with red variety of rice locally called
amkel. The millet after boiling with water is slightly cooled and then mixed
intimately with sufficient quantity of paddy husk, charcoal and the required
quantity of powdered medicinal cake seea and kept in a basket (bamboo)
tightly covered with banana leaf. After two days the contents are mixed
and again kept in the same way. After two more days the mixture is ready
for extracting apong and it is extracted in boiled water from the fermented
‘millet in a funnel shaped vessel made of bamboo strips and lined with
banana leaves. Sometimes this is extracted first with hot water and then
with cold water and the two extracts are mixed together before consump-
tion. The fermented mixture can be preserved in a tightly covered basket
for months but apong after its preparation cannot be preserved even for
24 hours. Besides disintegrated cereals, apong contains a quantity of
charcoal dust. When apong is made from amkhel rice alone, charcoal is
not added and extracts are obtained by pressing the mixture with water
through a small bag made of cane stripe.” Roy (1960) finds apong
satisfactory from the point of health and body build of the people. “The
main difficulty lies””, he writes, “not in the quality but in the quantity”.
But it has been our impression that they never get drunk with the beer.
From the above discussion, we can get an idea of the wide range of

food habits as prevalent among the Gallong and the Minyong. But
needless to say, rice remains their staple food.



CHAPTER V

AGRICULTURE

LAND-USE TYPES

The Adis of Siang classify the land into three categories according
to their uses. The first is the land use for residential purposes. The second
is the land reserved for hunting, locally called Morum, as it remains
under thick forest cover. The third type is agricultural land both on the
hills and in the valleys. The cultivated land on the hills is called adi arick
(Ghum cultivation) and that in the valley is called assi-arick (permanent
cultivation). The organisation of work tools and technologies differs in
both the systems of land uses due to different ecological conditions. Shifting
cultivation is largely practised in the areas of adf arick and wet-rice, plough
cultivation of permanent nature in the asi arick areas.

SHIFTING CULTIVATION :

In the adi-arick (jhum or shifting cultivation) system of land use, the
entire agricultural land of a village is divided into a number of blocks,
which are ear-marked for tillage after a definite number of years of fallow.
Such blocks are known as patats among the Minyongs. A village may
have several hills which are taken up, one by one, for cultivation in their
turn. One such hill is divided into a number of smaller plots which are
individually owned by the families. It is also possible that one family
may have agricultural plots on several hills of the village. To take an ideal
case, a village has eleven such blocks. In the starting year block, ‘A’ is
brought under cultivation. Next year ‘B’ is opened newly and ‘A’ continues
to be tilled. In the third year ‘C’ is opened and A and B continue under
cultivation. Supposing this to be a three year tillage period area, in the
fourth year ‘A’ is left fallow and ‘D’ is taken up. In this way the cycle
continues till after 10th year ‘A’ is taken up again. The cycle is commonly
called jhum cycle, and ensures against the exhaustion of soil. The period
of jhum cycle depends upon two factors : the fertility of the land and the
density of population in that jhum area. If the land is fertile enough, it
can be cultivated for two or three years consecutively with rotation of crops,
and then left fallow and again taken up after a period of eight or ten years.
If the density of population is higher in relation to the available land, the
cycle has to be rotated after every six to eight years as the scarcity of land
forces the people to take up even those lands, which are not fully covered
with trees and plants and where the fertility has not been fully restored. The
Jhum cycle depends upon the number of jhum blocks available in the village.
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In the village Kabu, a Gallong village, there were 32 blocks available
for jhum cultivation. These blocks were distributed on nine hill ranges
falling within the Kabu village. The hills are lakshi, gare, hukshi, yole,
tublung, rakshi, hirshi and menli. Each jhum block is owned by a number
of families. The village has 78 households comprising of 569 individuals
as enumerated by us in January, 1969. Each of the jhum block is under
cultivation for 3 years consecutively. Then it is left fallow. Every year
the block of the previous year remains under cultivation and simultaneously
a few new blocks are opened. By opening a jhum block is meant that
the trees are cut and left for drying and burning before it is taken up for
cultivation. The following table shows the jhum cycle of the village kabu.

The jhum cycle of the village Kabu as given in the above table may be
explained as follows :—In the year 1959, Tubluk block of jhum land was
under cultivation. In 1960, Tubluk continue to be under cultivation and
two new blocks named Lakchi and Jatu were opened. In 1961, Tubluk,
Lakchi. and jatu remain under cultivation and keru was opened newly.
Thus a block of jhum land remains under cultivation for 3 consecutive years
then it is left under fallow for regeneration of vegetation. It is after the
expiry of 10—12 years, the same block of jhum land is taken up for
cultivation. As for example, the lakchi block was under cultivation
during 1960 to 1962. It remained under fallow from 1963 to 1968 and
again taken up for cultivation in 1969. It appears, therefore, that the
Gallongs of Kabu village maintain 7—8 yearsjhum cycle due to high
density of population.

The jhum fields of the village kabu are situated on the slopes of the
surrounding hills at varying distances from the settled area. Out of the
nine jhum fields of Dukbin Loya, a resident of the Kabu village, five fields
are within 1 km from the ‘Abadi’ and the rest are between 2 to 5 kms, from
the village. The jhum fields are situated on different altitudes in the village.
The settled area of the village was situated at a height of 1000 metre
from the sea level. The jhum fields are to be found between 1000 to
1200 metres from the settled area of the village. Thus the jhum fields
are distributed upto 3 thousand feet from the mean sea level.

A typical jhum field has three distinguishing features as observed in
lower Siang district. First, jhum fields which are ready for sowing. Such
fields are cleared of all the forest growth except a few tree trunks left here
and there in the jhum field. One or two rudimentary farm huts are
noticed in the jhum fields. The number of huts shows the number of
households owning the particular block of jhum land. Individual field
boundaries within the jhum block is made by stones, bamboo and the
unburnt tree trunks. The second distinguishing feature of a jhum field is
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the fallow land left for regeneration of vegetation. They lie mostly adjacent
to the jhum field, under cultivation. Such fallow land is full of grasses,
bushes, thin and small trees. The tree trunks have not attained full girth.
The third type is the fully regenerated Jhum fields. They have tall and thick
trees, under growth is thick and due to huge accumulation of humus the
colour of the soil has turned black. Such fields are likely to be opened for
cultivation. There may be a number of regenerated plots in the village out
of which a few are opened. Sometimes the second year Jhum and the first
year Jhum are found adjacent to each other in the form of mosaic on the
slope of the hills.

CycLE Or AcTIVITIES IN JHUM CULTIVATION

Selection of site : Selection of the site is the first operation in the cycle
of activities in the jhum cultivation. The adult persons of the village assemble
to decide about the hill to be opened. The meeting is attended by the village
gam (village headman), leaders and other village officials. One man will
initiate the discussion on the selection of the jhum field. He will tell the
advantages and disadvantages of different sites and at the end he will put up
his proposal for a‘ particular site. Sometimes the entire village agrees to
his proposal and select the sites in the same direction as proposed by the
initiator. But often there is a division on the choice of the site selected and
consequently 2 or 3 alternative sites are proposed.

Formation of groups: It leads to the formation of groups when some
households combine together and give their choice for a particular site.
In 1969, Pangin.—a Minyong village, was divided into 3 groups for 3
different blocks of the jhum fields. Although the jhum blocks were in the
sarae direction from the village still they were situated on different hills.
The jhum blocks under cultivation in Pangin were named Galing, Kardong
and Giing. In the Galing block 6 households combined together to form
one group. In Kardang five households combined to form the second
group and Giing was taken up by five households of the village. It may
be noted here that the village Pangin consisted of 59 households out of
which 16 households participated in the jhum cultivation, and the rest
of the households took up only the cultivation of wet-rice lands. The
reason, for not participating in the cultivation of the jhum land, as given
by the informants, was the shortage of adult and energetic man power in
the village. Tomo Loyi of the village Kabu informed that he had 15 plots
of jhum land but none of them were taken up for cultivation for the last
3—-4 years. He was old enough to go to the jhum field. His sons were
small and the eldest son who was 25 years old, lived separately. He was
thinking to give a particular jhum plot to some body of the village on rent
but so far none did turn up for the deal.
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Wage Labour and Share Cropping : A particular household having less
number of adult members to work on the land employ other adults of the
village. Workers are paid in cash or in kind. The rate of wages varies
according to the age and efficiency of the worker. A boy of 12 years was
paid @ Rs. 2/- per day for the work in the jhum field in Kabu village.
An old man is paid the same amount. An adult worker is paid @ Rs. 3/-
per day. Paid workers are mostly employed for cutting the trees and
clearing the jhum fields.

Sometimes the adult members of two households combine themselves
and work in the jhum fields of each other on reciprocal basis. If the
household is big enough then all the able bodied persons will work in the
field.

The jhum field is also given on rent. The land is given on rent under
the following conditions. If the head of the household is ill or old and
unable to do work, he gives a portion of his jhum land to other belonging to
the same village. He will charge Rs. 20 to 25/- as rent for one acre of
land and Rs. 50-60/- for 2 acres of land per year. The owner of the land
will have no right or share on the produce of the land but the ownership of
the land will always remain with him. The man who takes the land on
rent has no right to sell it.

The acreage of the jhum land under cultivation, depends on the size
of the family. If the family is big and has a number of adult members then
it can cultivate a bigger area than thatof a small family. The rest of the
jhum land will remain under follow. Sometimes the owner gives a portion
of his jhum land to others on rent. The example of galing plot of Pangin
village may be cited here. The owner of the galing plot of jhum field is Talu
Messar. The area of the jhum plot is 3 acres. In the month of January
1969, he gave 1/2 of his land to Tapiam Panor on rent. The division of the
land was made by erecting poles across the plot of the land.

Fencing . After the selection of the sites and the formation of the
jhum parties, the people get themselves busy in making fences around the
jhum fields. Here also the different households combine themselves to make
fences. The fencing is essential as the fields are often damaged by the
mithuns a domesticated animal and other wild animals.

Cutting clearing : The cutting of trees and clearing of bushes is the
next operation. It starts in the month of December and continues upto
the middle of February. All the adult men and women will go in their jhum
fields for cutting the trees. The big trees are cut by axe (agging) and the
small trees and bushes are cleared by dao or ayok. The big trees are felled
after the small trees and bushes are cleared. The cut trees are then left in
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the field for drying in the sun. The thin and dry branches of the trees are
collected in the conical baskets (igin) every day by the girls. During the
month of February the cut trees are left in the field for drying. In this
month there is the maximum number of sunny days in the lower Siang
district.

Drying and Burning : After the trees are dried they are burnt. This
activity is locally called amerinum by the Minyongs. All the villagers go to
the site and see the firing operations. The firing is done by bamboo torches.
Five or six persons will go with the torches and ignite the twigs from the
lower slops of the hill. The fire gradually spreads upward. The direction
of the wind is examined by the smoke and thereby the men deputed for
firing start the ignition from such sites where the fire may spread towards
the dried trees. Firing operation is generally done during the later half of
February and the first half of March.

Cleaning Arik Romnam : When the trees are thoroughly burnt and
reduced to ashes then arik romnam operation starts. Here the field is
thoroughly cleared of the unburnt or half burnt tree turnks. All the men,
women, boys and girls perticipate in their respective fields. Big logs of
wood are collected and stored at one place in the field. It is fired second
time. The place of collection is called sippeng. Small twigs are also
collected. The big stones found here and there in the field are removed.
The logs of wood are sometimes arranged latitudinally across the slopes of
the land to check the soil erosion.

After the jhum field are thoroughly cleared, a field hut is made inside
them. All the close kins help each other in the construction of field huts.
It is completed on the same day. The owner of the hut will feed them after
completion.

Sowing of seeds Ammosinnam: It is the operation of sowing the seeds in
the jhum fields. It is generally done in the months of April/May by the young
girls. The owner’s wife whose field is to be sown, invites the unmarried girls
of the village for sowing the seeds .One acre plot of land requires 10 girls for
sowing the seeds. Each of the girls take a small basket of cane on one side
and a digging stick in the right hand. In the first year seeds of paddy,
maize, millets, cucumber, jam, ginger, chillies, tapioca are mixed and sown
in the same field. Paddy seeds are sown by digging stick. Other seeds are
broadcasted. In the second year small millets, arum and ginger are sown.
The girls stand in a line and gradually move up the hill while doing their
work. One man follows them from behind with a bamboo leveller or bopek
and cover the holes with soil. The owner of the plot will bring meat, rice
and apong (rice beer) and distribute them to the girls. Sometimes the
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girls are given feast in the house of the owner. After a week of the sowing
opetation the owner goes to the field to see the condition of seedlings. After
two years of cultivation the particular jhum field is left for regeneration for
a period of 10-12 years.

Weeding Amsurumonam : This is the operation of weeding in the jhum
fields. It takes place after a fortnight of the sowing of the seeds. The
useless grass and plants growing around the seedling are cleared with the
help of a weeder made of split bamboo. It is known as iyk. The iyk scratches
the soil for half an inch and thereby the grasses are uprooted. As it is made
of split bamboo, the edges becomes blunt after sometime. Therefore a
number of iyks are prepared for weeding. It is done by the members of the
owners family. Normally the weeding is done twice.

When the paddy plants attain a height of 2-3 feet and tender seeds are
visible then they are largely attacked by wild pigs, wild bear and monkeys.
One man therefore sleeps in the field-hut to scare away the wild animals.
He makes noise by hitting a split bamboo against the hard wood in the hut
and the wild animals are scared away.

Harvesting Ammoinnam : The harvesting of paddy, maize, millets, etc.,
is known as ammoinnam among the Minyongs. The paddy ripe in October/
November. It is then attacked by small birds who come in large groups.
The Gallongs and the Minyongs know by seeing these birds that the
harvesting season for paddy has come. A man will go again to stay in the
field hut and will scare away the birds. Harvesting is done by the owner
and his family, Before the actual harvesting starts, the wife of the owner
will go to the field and bring some paddy. It is then kept on the fire to dry.
Then it is husked and cooked and thereby the members of the family know
the quality of rice produced in their field. After 2-3 days of cooking the new
rice, all the members of the owners family will go to the field for harvesting.
They go to the field with the igin or conical basket and pluck the paddy by
hand and keep them in the basket. The stalks are left in the field. The
plucked paddy is collected on a dry spot in the field. The paddy is separated
from the stalk by the legs. The women keep bunches of paddy stalks under

their feet and trample them. The paddy brought from the field is stored in
the village granary.

SETTLED CULTIVATION

WET-RICE CULTIVATION

The wet-rice cultivation, locally known as assi-Arick was introduced to
this region after 1950. It is a permanent cultivation and the fields are
prepared in the flat valleys or along the gentle slopes of the river courses.
Paddy is the main crop and raised by flooding the fields by means of
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irrigation channels. As the fields are made on the level land therefore the
plough drawn by a pair of bullocks are mainly used. On the gentle slopes
of the valleys the wet-rice fields are made by making terraces which stand
in the form of stairs along the slope of the valleys. The field terraces along
the upper slopes of the valley are narrower than those on the lower slopes.
Typical field terrace in Pangin village situated on the slopes are 5-6 feet
wide and 30-40 feet long. In a wide valley, the field terraces are mostly square
shaped. On the rectangular and narrow terraces, cultivation is done by
pakur or Kudali. On the wide terraces in the valley, the plough is used.
Water channel is cut along the side of the teraces which helps in flooding the
fields. When the upper terrace is full of water, it spills over the tarraces
at lower slopes.

The total area of the wet-rice fields of the village Kabu is 127 acres
distributed into 112 plots of varrying sizes belonging to different individuals
of the village. The smallest plot is 2 acres and the biggest is 9% acres. All
these fields lie on the left side of the Siyom river in a flat alluvial valley. The
Kabu Nala running through this valley has been taped near the Kabu village
by throwing a bund across it from where the irrigation channel is cut and
diverted towards the wet-rice fields of the village. The main irrigation
channel passes through the central part of the fields and many subsidiary
channels have been cut to irrigate other fields. Bunds of 1 to 2 feet high
have been raised around the fields to check the water from flowing away.
A hole is made in the bund to allow the irrigation water of the channel to
enter the field and after it is flooded with water the surplus water flows over
the bund to the adjacent fields.

The wet-rice cultivation was introduced in this village in the year 1950
by the Agriculture department of the Arunachal Pradesh administration.
A portion of the land adjacent to Sippe river was reclaimed and developed
for the wet-rice cultivation. The village people of Kabu who were living
on the hill were demonstrated the operations of this system. The relative
advantages of this system over the jhum cultivation was explained. The
people were induced to take up this cultivation by means of subsidy
and grants by the government. This type of cultivation gave them double
crops in a year while in jhum cultivation they used to get single crop in a
year. Secondly, wet-rice cultivation required less man power for the pre-
paration of the fields. This system also gave them sufficient time to take
up subsidiary occupations. Thus from 1950 to 1956 about 27 acres of land
in Kabu village was developed and brought under plough cultivation. The
Gallong of Kabu who were living up the hills started migration to the
present site near the wet-rice fields. The progress of acreage of wet-rice

fields in Kabu village from 1957 to 1968 was about 100 acres. Other details
of landuse have been described later on.
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Nature of holding : The ownership pattern of wet-rice field among 10
individuals of Kabu village selected at random is as follows :

Land under permanent

Name of the cultivator cultivation. WRC|TRC
Mikar Loya 3 acres
Bojar Galim 4 acres
Hogmar Loya % acres
Lika Loyi 32 acres
Boken Etta % acres
Eki } acres
Toka Toyi 24 acres
Pagmo Loyi 4 acres
Ebin Loyi 35 acres
Sikom Loyi 8 acres

(Source, B.D.O. Office, Along.)

The wet-rice fields of an individual is not consolidated at one place.
It is found at different places in plots of different sizes. For example, the
fields of Mikir Loya in the above table has 3 acres of wet-rice fields. It is
found at two places in the plots of 2 acres and one acre.

Share cropping is also practised in the wet-rice cultivation. It is given
to any member either belonging to the clan of the owner, or any member
who has come from some other village for the purpose of settling down in the
new village. Himmar Loya, a Gallong of Kabu village gave a portion of his
wet-rice land to a Nepalese family for the last 10 years on the basis of share
cropping. The Nepalese man cultivates the land and gets 50 mds of paddy
after harvesting. The rest of the produce is given to the owner of the plot.

CYCLE OF ACTIVITIES IN WET-RICE FIELDS

Agricultural operations in the wet-rice fields start in the month of April.
The fields are already flooded by the rain. The flooded fields are first
ploughed. The paddy seeds are sown in the seed beds prepared carefully.
Transplanting takes place in the month of May and the first crop of paddy
is harvested in the month of August. By this time the transplanting of the
second crop of paddy is done. This crop is ready for harvesting in the
month of December. Besides paddy the other crops sown in the wet-rice
fields are millets, maize and mirung and mustard seeds. Mustard is har-
vested in the months of February and March.

Bunding ;: The construction and maintenance of bunds is an important
activity in the wet-rice cultivation. The bunds are often damaged by the
flow of water. They are also used as paths to go to the fields. The bunds
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are constructed and maintained by the owner of the fields. They also
employ persons on daily wages for the bunding. In Lika village a labour is
paid @ Rs. 3/-per day for this work.

The Gallongs measure their wet-rice flelds in terms of Pura. One pura
of land in equal to 20 Mari long and 20 Mari broad. One Mari is equal to
10 feet. Thus one pura land measures about 40,000 sq feet land., It is
slightly smaller than one acre of land which approximately comes to
43,000 sq. feet.

Sowing : Women generally do the sowing of seeds in the wet-rice
fields. One woman can sow seeds in one Puraland in a day while 4 women
will be required to do the same job in one pura of jhum land. Transplanting
and harvesting often takes more number of hands. Ten women are usually
required to harvest one pura of wet-rice field.

The wet-rice fields in the foot hills are often damaged by the wild
elephants. They attack the standing crops during the harvesting season.
In Lika village the people have made huts on the high poles in the central
part of the fields to scare away the wild elephants.

Harvesting : Harvesting of paddy is done by the women. Sickle is
used in the operation. The harvested paddy with the stalks are collected in
the enclosures, especially errected inside the field. It remains there for a
fortnight when it completely dries.

After a fortnight, the women and unmarried girls go to the field with a
cane mat, stick and basket and separate the paddy from the stalks. A bunch
of paddy with stalks is taken and kept on the mat. It is trampled under the
legs. The paddy is thus separated from the stalks. It is then collected in
the baskets and given to men who carry them to the granaries of the viliage.

TeRRACED RICE CULTIVATION

Rice cultivation was introduced in the Siang district in 1950-51 by the
government. It proved highly successful particularly in those villages which
covered by the Block development programme. The Block gives monetary
help, implements and guidance to the local people in the construction of
terraces and induces them to adopt terraced rice cultivation. The example
may be cited here of the Pangin block and the nature of help it has given to
the people of Pangin village in the construction of terraces, etc. The Pangin
Development Block was established in the year 1959-60 and there were 30
villages under its jurisdiction belong mostly to the Minyongs. The develop-
ment block during the second five-year plan phase had a budget sanction of
Rs. 15 lakhs. For making terraces the Pangin block pay Rs. 75/- per head per
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acre in the first stage but in the subsequent stages it pays less. The field
terraces are made by the individual households. Sometimes they also engage
persons on daily wages (@ Rs. 3/- per day. ’

The block supplies them agricultural implements like spade, filling axe,
pick axe, jampar, hammer and shovel. It also supplies them free manure
but we were informed that the people are not much interested in the manure
as the land is fertile enough. From the inaugaration of the Pangin Block
in 1959-60 upto 1968 it has brought 52 acres of land under terraced rice
cultivation in Pangin village. Before the establishment of the block the
agriculture department of the Arunachal Administration helped in the
development of terraced rice cultivation in this village. Due to its efforts,
from 1951 to 1958 about 81 acres of land was already brought under this
system of cultivation. In 1969, during our visit to Pangin village, the land
under terraced cultivation was 133 acres.

In Pangin village the flelds of terraced rice cultivation are distributed in
three areas namely Yaying, Puling and Murang. Yaying area is situated on
both sides of Yarbung and Lambung rivulets. Puling and Murang areas are
found by the side of Rutch and Urmung rivulets. The rivulets mentioned
above are perennial in nature and form tributaries of the Siang river.
Irrigation channels have been cut from these rivulets and water is carried to"
the terraced fields. The field terraces on the lower slopes are automatically
filled by the surplus water of the upper terraces. At some places the water
of the channel is taken by bamboo pipes to distant terraced fields.

Out of 159 individuals in Pangin village only 62 have terraced fields.
The size of the individual fields vary from ith acre to 2 acres. Most of the
fields are below one acre.

The cycle of activities involved in the terraced rice cultivation may
briefly be described here. It begins from cutting of field terraces locally
known as Asi Arick pekkec. First the alignment is made by the rope along
the slope of the valley and the terraces are cut by Kudali. In cutting the
terraces the village people’s help is extended on payment of Rs. 2-3/- per man
per day. The field terraces are then ploughed twice during the month of
March. Bunding by the earth is made around the fields. This operation is
locally called dapih. The fields are then flooded with water. One portion
of the field terraces is selected to sow paddy seeds in the month of March.
When the seedlings attain a height of 5-6 inches, it is transplanted in the
flooded wet-rice fields by the girls. For transplanting, the girls get Rs. 1.50
per head per day in Pangin village. For one acre of land for transplanting,
5-6 girls are engaged who complete the work in 2-3 days. Before trans-
planting, the field is ploughed by men. If the terraced field is wide enough
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for the bullocks to move around then the plough is used. On the narrow
and small terraces cultivation is done by Kudali. As, much of the day is
spent working in the field, the individual household make a temporary field
house or Arick Poyu in the field to take rest during the tiring work. It also
protects them against rain, etc.

By the month of April Arick Budum (weeding) is done byKhurpi and
hand. The unevenness of the field is also removed by levelling the soil so
that the water level spreads uniformly throughout the field. By the month
of August the paddy is ready for harvesting. This season is characterised
by alternating cloudiness and sunshine. The men who go to the field for
harvesting wait in the farm houses for the sunshine to come out as it is not
good to hervest paddy in the cloudy weather. If it is sunny day they
will start the harvesting. It is done by Yoksik or small knife, with iron
blade of 6" and a wooden handle. The stalk is left in the field. The
harvested paddy is first accumulated in the farm houses. From there it is
taken to the granaries in the village.

KITCHEN GARDENS (MoP1 ARICK)

Kitchen gardening is an important land-use type among the Gallong,
and the Minyongs in the lower Siang district. We were informed that it is
also popular among the tribes living in the upper Siang district. A variety
of vegetables are produced in the Kitchen garden. The vegetables commonly
grown in Kabu and Pangin villages are cauliflower, potato, green chilli, white
gourd, peas, mustard seeds, raddish, turnip, brinjal, yam, ginger, carrots,
leafy vegetables, locally called /ai sag, etc. Bamboo fences are made around
the kitchen garden. The vegetable is normally consumed by the owner and

the surplus is sold in the market. Kitchen gardens are mostly found with-
in the settled areas of the village.

LAND USE PATTERN OF GALLONG VILLAGE

The Kabu village with a population of 562 persons distributed among 97
households has about 249 acres of land under cultivation. Of the total land
under cultivation ; 127 acres are under wet-rice cultivation and about 122
acres under jhum cultivation. The village is situated on the right bank of
the Siyom river on an elevated terrace. The terrace is girdled by a hill range
in the south and the Siyom river in the north. The eastern and the western
boundry of the village is demarcated by Sipi rivulet and the Kabu nala
that meet the Siyom river from the south. By the drainage it appears
that the land of Kabu village slopes from south and west towards north
and east.

F—-17
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The terraces are covered by a top layer of alluvial soil, 2 to 3 feet thick,
which gradually thins down in the direction of the river and the gullies.

The nature of terrain determines the field patterns. It is observed that
the wet-rice fields often formed a rectangle or a square in the eastern part of
the village where no undulations are found. The shapes change from a
perfect rectangle with increase in slope and irregularity of terrain.

Most irregular field pattern is found in the slopes of the hillocks,
and the areas close to the river and streams. Here small field patches
of peculier shape emerge to utilize flat land and thin soil cover at different

levels.

The wet-rice cultivation areas have many patches of undeveloped and
swampy land. Besides some portion of the land near the bank of Siyom and
Sipi rivers is undeveloped and without any owner. A portion of the water
logged area in the midst of the wet-rice areas has been reclaimed for fish
rearing. Irrigation channels have been cut from the Kabu nala to flood the

paddy fields.

About 75% of the cultivated land is under paddy cultivation. Two
crops of paddy are grown in a year i.e , winter season crop and the summer
season crop. The millets are sown on the bunds around the paddy fields.
The plots, with slight undulations and sandy alluvial soil, are used for the
cultivation of maize. Mustard is sown in the plots within the settled area

of the village.

The production of paddy has been estimated separately for the wet-rice
fields and jhum fields for the Kabu village. Inthe wet-rice fields the estimated
production of paddy both for winter and summer season crops. The Jhum
fields produce a single paddy crop in a year. The estimated production is
about 10 maunds per acre.

The consumption pattern of the village has also been estimated.
According to official estimates the requirement for food has been taken @ 9
maunds per head per year for all the people. Besides, the village people
feed the cattle, pigs and fowls and also prepare ‘apong’. This consumption
of rice has been estimated (@ 4 maunds per household per year.

The following table shows the relation of food production and food
consumption in the villages surveyed. It shows that all the villages are
having surplus production of rice by introduction of wet-rice cultivation.
As the rate of production of paddy in the wet-rice fields is higher and
two crops are possible hence the people are taking to settled cultivation
more than the shifting cultivation.
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Relation of food production and food consumption

Table
Village o howofq, Population WREETRE, uader toum duction of tion in mds
riceinmds,
Kabu 97 562 127 122 9130 5446
Pangin 59 253 133 80 7810 2513
Balek 49 197 140 40 6600 1969
Roing 28 163 92 42 4914 1579
Rasam 34 188 100 30 4767 1828
Tigra 39 179 122 45 6124 1767
Kalek 36 172 120 40 5900 1692
Monku 42 211 105 44 5464 2067

(1) Ratio of paddy-husk and rice has been taken as 1/3 : 2/3.

(2) Requirement of food has been taken (@ 9 maunds per head per year
for all the people except those who use maize, millet, joistear as
their staple food and have their requirement of rice as 75% rice and
25%; rest food articles.

(3) Rice for feeding cattle, poultry, pigs and various festivals and
making ‘apong’, etc., is estimated (@ 4 maunds per family per year.
(4) Production of paddy per acre : —

W.R.C/T.R.C=25 maunds per acre in winter |
=20 maunds per acre in summer |

Jhum land =10 maunds per acre single crop.

—double crops.

Man and land ratio : The following table shows the per capita share of
the cultivated land in the villages surveyed. From the table it is obvious
that per capita land is less than one acre.

Table

Village PTotal . Acreage under Acreage under Total Per capita

opulation W.R.C/T.R.C Jhum (dry) Acreage share
Kabu 562 127 122 248 0.44
Pangin 253 133 80 213 0.84
Balek 197 140 40 180 0.91
Roing 163 92 42 134 0.82
Rasom 188 100 30 130 0.69
Tigra 179 122 45 167 0.93
Kalek 172 120 40 160 0.93

Monku 211 105 44 149 0.71
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Let us now calculate how much land is sufficient to supply food for one
man throughout the year. We have already seen that the people of lower
Siang use combined shifting and settled cultivation for food crops. The
ratio of these combinations is 25: 75 percents respectively depending on the
nature of soil, slope and rainfall. Besides, due to the impetus received from
the Government more and more people are taking to sedentary cultivation.

In the foregoing table, the per capita land both in the sedentary and
shifting cultivation of the sample villages have been shown. The estimated
rate of food consumption for all the villages has also been shown. On that
basis the land requirement for an individual to sustain himself throughout
the year is one acre of dry terraced land or 0.33 acre of wet-rice land. It
also shows that more number of people can be fed on wet-rice land than on
the jhum land.

CROPS AND THEIR REGIONAL DISTRIBUTION

The crops commonly grown in the lower Siang may be divided into the
following categories. They are cereal crops, oil seeds, startchy roots, vege-
tables, fruits, fibres and various other crops. The bulk of the agricultural
products is cereal crops. A great part of the cultivated land is given to the
cultivation of subsistence crops like paddy, maize and millets. The other
crops only minor attention from the cultivators. The cultivated land
devoted to other crops is not substantial. Again, they are given the marginal
land for cultivation. The marginal land is that portion of the land which is
not suitable for raising the cereal crops either due to poor drainage, unfertile
soil conditions or being within easy reach of wild animals. Another noticeable
feature is the complete absence of pulses in the list of crops grown. Pulses
do not form part of their daily menu also. Their protein deficiency is supple-
mented by large in take of fish and meat.

PAaDDY

Paddy is a rabi crop and belongs to Oryza sativa. Most of the paddy
grown is of the upland variety. It requires good and evenly distributed soil
with a good water holding capacity. As these conditions are fulfiled in the
jhum fields, and in the wet-rice fields it becomes a reliable crop. Paddy is,
therefore, cultivated in small and big patches where the soil is fertile with a
high content of organic matter. The Gallong recognise such soil by observing
the vegetation above them. The black soil is rich in organic content and the
jhum fields, invariably, are located in those areas of the hills. The culti-
vation cycle is also regulated by changing the colour of the soil. After one
cycle of cultivation in a particular jhum field, the Minyong will wait till the
soil regains its dark black colour by the regeneration of trees. In such
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patches of land, paddy seeds are sown in holes made by the dibble. On the
other hand in wet-rice fields where plough is used, paddy is sown by
transplantation.

The sowing and harvesting periods of paddy in the Gallong and the
Minyong is influenced by the moisture conditions, variety of the paddy sown,
and the fertility of the soil. In Lika, a Tai village in the foothills, the
following varieties of paddy is sown. Their sowing and harvesting periods
are different and also they require different types of land. The most popular
varieties of paddy, sown in Lika, are johra, haldaram, wagmoni, ahomali,
baodabli, borah and memali. Johra is the finest variety. It is sown in August
and harvested in December, memali is the coarsest variety. It is sown in
October and harvested in December. Borah is sown in July and harvested
in November. The other varieties namely haldaram, wagmoni, ahomali and
baodabli are sown during November and December and harvested in March
and April. In the jhum fields only the coarse varieties of paddy are sown
while the better varieties are sown in the wet-rice fields or Pani Kheti areas
of the village. In the jhum fields, production per acre varies from 12 to 15
mds. while in the Pani-kheli it is 20—30 mds. In the jhum fields of Lika
village paddy is sown mixed with chilli, Kochu (Arum), maize and black til.
Paddy is sown by a dibble but other seeds are broadcasted in the same field.

In Kabu village, at an altitude of 1000 metres the varities of paddy grown
in the jhum fields are bally, kimin, yamuk, tami. Bally is a white variety while
the others are red and fit only for the preparation of apong (Rice beer) a
favourite drink. Single crop is grown in jhum fields. It is sown in April and
harvested in August. Sowing is done by the digging stick locally known as
amchik hingi. The per acre production of the above varieties of paddy in
the jhum fields varies from 20 to 30 mds. In the wet-rice fields of Kabu
village, double cropping of paddy is practised. Some of the common varities
are tarti, ankar and nami. Tarti is the finest and ankar is coarest variety.
The per acre production of paddy in the wet-rice fields varies from 40 to
60 mds. Thus the production of paddy in this village is better than the Lika
village. Of the three varieties mentioned above, tarti variety gives the
maximum return. One maund of tarti seeds, sown in the wet-rice fields, gives
25 mds. of paddy. The production of nami and ankar is 20 and 17 mds
respectively. As there is double cropping in the wet-rice fields, the first
sowing of kernds in the nurseries starts in the month of October. When
seedlings attain some height, they are transplanted in the wet-rice fields in
February and March. Before transplanting the seedling, the wet-rice fields
are flooded with water from nala or streams, The first crop is harvested in
July. The second crop is sown in August and harvested in December. So
far neither serious insect pests nor serious deseases have been found, affecting
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paddy in Siang district. Stem pests attack husked rice but paddy can be
kept in good condition for at least two seasons. Birds attack paddy in the
field when it is ripe. Rats often attack the paddy kept in the Kumsung
(granary). The Gallongs and Minyongs make special type of rat proof
granaries, They tie a saucer like round wooden board on the supporting
pillars of the granary. Somewhere they tie a hollowed tin of kerosene oil
in an upside down position on the supporting pillars. These tins act as
barriers for the rats to enter the granary. Again the floor of the granary is
fully covered by cane mats. Rat traps are also used by the people. Paddy
is first boiled and then dried in the sun or fried on fire before it is husked by
a mortar. It is also reduced to flour for making erting, rice paste cake.
Rice is also brewed for the preparation of apong or rice beer. Rice is the
staple diet of the people.

In Pangin, a Minyong village, the most- common varieties of paddy
grown are pelu, payum, jorang and badak. Jorang is the finest variety and
its per acre production is 20 to 30 mds.

The Minyongs have also developed two varieties of paddy, namely,
ringne or cold season paddy and rigo, a hot season paddy, which suits
the local weather conditions.

MILLETS
Millets are also considered as cereal crop of the people.

Millets comprises of Jowar (Sorghum vulgare) and bajra (Pennisetum
typhoidesm) is another important crop of lower Siang. It is grown as a
mixed crop with paddy and maize in the Gallong and Minyong villages.
Generally, the jhum fields are utilised for raising this crop, as it is quick
maturing and draught resistant. The millets are harvested while the paddy
is still in the field. It grows to a height of 6 to 8 feet in the sandy
loam soil. In the jhum fields, after the paddy seeds are sown with
dibble, the millets are broadcasted around the field by hand. Itis also
sown in the wet-rice fields along with paddy. In the wet-rice fields of Kabu
village, the millets are sown on the bunds (damdoh) around the paddy
fields. The stalks of millets form valuable fodder for the Mithuns. After
the paddy and miltets are harvested, the mithuns, cows, etc. are driven in
the fields for consuming the stalks. Millets are used for the preparation
of apong.

Maize

Maize is sown as a mixed crop with paddy and millets. Tt is also sown
in separate fields. It grows best in the sandy loam soil and near the river
bank. In Kabu village, maize is sown in three different ways. First, it is
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sown separately in the month of January and February ; Secondly it is also
sown in the same field with paddy or a little after the paddy has been sown ;
and finally. it is sown in an altogether separate field depending upon the
condition and the quality of the soil, in the month of June and July. The
soil suitable for maize cultivation is called peru by the Gallongs. A
typical peru land in Kabu village is undulating and comprises of soft sandy
alluvial soil. The rain-water does not remain in the field. After the maize
seeds are sown in January, the people get themselves busy, in the prepara-
tion of small protective bamboo covers. The bamboo covers are knitted
from the bamboo strips and it is kept around the maize seedling which have
attained a height of about three inches. The village people help one
another in the preparation of the bamboo covers. These covers are prepared
usually during the leisure time. A group of 5 to 6 persons sit together
by the fire side and prepare them. Thus they protect the tender
seedlings from damage by the birds. Maize can reach a height of 6 to 8
feet. In most of the Gallong and Minyong areas, maize looks stunted and
grows to a height of 3 to 4} feet. Maize has a good average nutrient
content. It is not used exclusively as food among the Gallongs. Itis
consumed in the form of boiled maize or roasted over the fire. It is rarely
used for preparing beer. Ripe maize can be attacked in the field by
monkeys. At the time of harvesting the people keep a night watch. Maize
is, therefore, sown in the lJand near the homesteads so that they may be
properly watched.  The cultivation of maize has increased due to the
introduction of ‘Pani-kheti’ or wet-rice cultivation.

MUSTARD

Mustard has been introduced in the Gallong and Minyong areas of
Siang district since 1950. They are seen to have been growing well in the
villages of Lika, Kabu, Pangin, etc. The fields lie mostly near the settled
area of the villages so that it may be watched properly. The This of Lika
village make bamboo enclosures around the field of mustard. These
enclosures are locally known as etror. It is not sown on a large scale. The
mustard seeds are now sold in the market at Along and Pangin by the
Gallong and the Minyongs. Formerly the Gallongs were not knowing the
use of edible oil but by the introduction of mustard they use the oil for the
preparation of fish, meat, etc. Sometimes back the Marwaris from Dibru-
garh used to cross the Brahmaputra river by steamers and go to Adi
villages for the purchase and collection of mustard seeds at cheap rates.
Now this practice is checked. The Adis now-a-days sell the mustard seeds
to the cooperative stores run by the administration. Mustard is thus an
important cash crop. There is no oil press in the area but the Adis apply
indigenous method to extract oil from mustard. The mustard seeds are
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first fried and then pressed with stones on a bamboo container, The fields
near the homestead is given to the cultivation of mustard.

SUGARCANE

Sugarcane was introduced in Siang district quite recently. It has now
become an important item of merchandise among the Gallongs and the
Minyongs of Siang. We have observed thick red variety of sugarcane
growing in Minyong villages. It is cultivated in the wet-rice fields where
facilities for irrigation exist. It is grown mainly for the preparation of
mollases. Preparation of mollases is a recent introduction. Cane crushers
have been supplied to the villages from the administration. On our way
to Pangin village, we have observed a cane crusher drawn by 6 Minyong
men and women. One man was feeding the crusher with sugarcane. The
juice was collected in cans and boiled in a big iron cauldron, The Minyong
and Gallong women carry the mollases to distant markets. We were
informed that the Minyongs of Riga village go to Tuting market involving
7 days march and sell mollases. Tuting is a circle headquarter in the
interior of Siang district near the northern border. These fetch good prices
and are also bartered in exchange of beads, coat, etc. The indigenous
variety of sugarcane remains for chewing purposes.

COTTON

Gallongs, Minyongs and Pasis raise a few fibre crops also. The most
important is cotton grown in the jhum fields. The preparation of field
for the cultivation of cotton requires the forest to be cleared first. It is then
burnt and the ashes are spread around the field. The seeds are then sown by
broadcasting them. The Minyongs of Pangin village sow the cotton seeds in
the month of March and by November and December the plants are ready for
cotton picking. To protect the crop from heavy rain and stroms, fields are
generally found protected within the forest cover in the Gallong, Minyong
and Pasi areas. The cotton produced are of short staple. After the cotton is
picked by the women it is kept for drying for a few days. In Pangin village,
we observed the raw cotton kept for drying in baskets. The basket is kept
on the open porch of the huts. The cotton is then cleared of the seeds by a
wooden machine operated by hand. Itis then spinned into thick thread
by a spinner. This thread is used for the preparation of gadu by the Minyong

women. The Gollongs do not prepare gadu but purchase or barter them
with the Minyongs.

According to the Minyongs, proper land for cotton cultivation is
determined by the suitability of the site. It should be near to some stream
or river and on moderate slope. In Pangin village mirdang and mekko are
suitable sites for the cultivation of cotton. Cotton grows well around
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Pasighat. Therefore, the Pasi-Minyongs are known to produce white variety
of cotton. The cotton produced in Pangin village is not very white due to
slanting nature of sun rays falling on the plants. The Minyongs learnt the
art of the cotton ginning from the Padams luring in the eastern part of the
district Formerly the cotton was kept on the stone and pressed by wood to
take out the cotton seeds. This method was time consuming. The Minyong
girls used to visit the Padam villages and learnt the use of the ginning
machine locally known as dokkep. The ginner is indigenous and made of
bamboo and wood. It is operated by hand.

The ginned cotton is used for the preparation of gadu by the Minyongs.
Gaddu is used as a shawl by the local people. It is made from two types
of thread. One is the thick thread of the size of half inch. It is called
taput. It is prepared by hand. The thin thread or yenno is purchased from
the market. Both are woven on a loom. It takes 4 to 6 days to prepare
one gadu. The Minyong women spin the cotton thread while going to the
jhum field or to the market or during their leisure time. While walking
the women keep raw cotton in small containers made from gourd. It is fixed
near their left part of waist. The cotton thread for the preparation of gadu
is put in hot water mixed with rice paste. It is then made stiff and rolled in
balls.

FRuITS

Oranges : Orange gardens have been seen in the Gallong and Minyong
villages. They grow in large number during the months of December to
February. It is also a good cash crop. Due to exhorbitant cost of transport
the oranges, produced in Siang, cannot be sent to big cities like Dibrugarh,
Gauhati, etc.

In Pangin village, the seedlings of Orange were brought from Pasighat
during the British period. The seedling grew well and gradually the orange
trees were planted in large number. The Rusing and Mobuk hamlets of
Pangin village is full of orange orchards. The trees generally grow near the
settled area of the villages so that the fruits may be watched properly. The
oranges are plucked by a bamboo notched stairs known as lebang. Usually,
the girls pluck the oranges by hand and keep them in igne or cane baskets
hanging over their back. While plucking the oranges some fall on the
ground and are eaten away by the pigs. The oranges are sold in the market

Jack-fruits : It is planted near the settled part of the village. They are
also found in the forest areas of the village. Each jackfruit trees are owned
individually. They are eaten by people when it is ripe. In Pangin village,
the largest number of trees owned by a man is Talam Dupak. He has 60 jack-
fruit trees. It is regarded as one of the symbol of richness in their society.

F—8
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Other fruits, cultivated by the people are banana, papaya and guava.

TOOLS AND TECHNIQUES OF CULTIVATION

On a subsistence level there is no hard and fast line to be drawn between
agriculture and all other economic functions. Agriculture, animal husbandry
and kitchen work are one uninterrupted and interlocked chain of functions!
(Schipple 1956, 78). Among the Gallongs and the Minyongs, the crops are
processed at home in the courtyard. They are stored in the kumsung or
granaries. For the successive stages of harvesting and processing of crops
and of food preparation similar tools and containers are used. Some house-
hold utensils are made partly from agricultural products. A certain amount
of cultivation is performed in and around the courtyard. Therefore, a
dividing line between agricultural tools and the household tools cannot be
drawn.

IronN TooLs

The Adis of Siang always use iron Dao (Sword) as the main weapon
of agriculture, hunting and fishing. It is also displayed in their traditional
dances. Bows and arrows are also used for hunting birds, wild pigs, deer,
etc. Single-barrel guns have now been introduced among the tribes by the
administration. They also use yoksik (Small knife) in their day-to-day
activities. Every Gallong and Minyong man of kabu and pangin villages was
seen having dao and yoksik when going to their field or forest. Bis saws,
or korot have been introduced for cutting the trees for making planks, used
in the house construction. They are purchased from Pasighat and Along
markets by the tribes. Kudali or pakur is used for cutting the earth in the
field. Kudali has long wooden handle and broad iron blade. It is purchased
from the market. During cutting the land for making terraces, the people
requisitioned for the work, divide themselves into groups and take a
particular patch of land for cutting. In contract work where people from
more than one villages are participating, the groups are made according to
the village or hamlets. It is necessary for the evaluation of work done and
for the distribution of wages. The village leader, gam will lead the work
groups under him. He is responsible for the completion of work and
receives remuneration on behalf of the group working under him.

While cutting the earth for terracing the men divide themselves into
two batches. One batch stands in a file and cut the earth leaving big
slods in the field, The other batch consisting of two men work as levellers.
They break the soil and level it. During the work they take lot of tea
without milk and sugar. The tea leaves are boiled in the aluminium kettle
and the men drink it in bamboo chonga or glasses, readily prepared in the
Schipple : 1956 : 78.
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field, A fire place is prepared and the firewood is kept burning in the
winter season. During the work, two or three men come to the fire place
and warm themselves and then go to their work.

Axe is used for cutting big trees in the jhum fields. The branches are
then cut by the Dao. After they are dried, the trees are burned. They
also use plough with iron blades in the wet-rice tields.

The use of iron tools on large scale by the Gallong and the Minyongs
requires the services of ironsmiths in the villages. In Kabu village, iron-
smithy is done by a man, named Pangmo Loya. He has learnt this occupa-
tion by dint of his labour and experience and not by birth. His bellow is at
work, when he is free from his agricultural pursuits. The bellows are
made of two thick bamboo stems fixed in the ground. The air is passed
in the furnance by feather handles which are pumped through the bamboo
pipes. The ironsmith is paid in cash and also in kind.

WOoODEN TooLs

Dibble is a pointed wooden stick largely used for sowing the seeds.
It is mostly used among the Gallongs. The Minyongs use the pointed
handle of Dao or sword for making holes in the ground. Though it is very
easy to operate a dibble, yet it is very difficult to sow a big plot of land
with its help. Holes are made in the ground with the dibble, held in one
hand, and seeds are thrown into the holes by the other. To ensure doubly
and to cover all those seeds which could not go into the holes, another
person, following the sower, covers up all the holes smoothly with a broom-
stick, locally known as bopek.

Yeek is a weeder, made of bamboo strip of 12 to 16 inches long. It
is sharpened in the middle like blade and folded in such a way that one end
crosses over the other and a loop is made at the head. The two ends are
to be gripped in hand while weeding. A number of such yeeks are
necessary to weed a small patch of land as their blade edges become
blunt after some use. The yeek scratches the ground, hardly to the extent
of half inch and grass and unwanted plants are uprooted. But it is not
very effeetive as a weeder. Therefore, two weeding are generally required
for one plot of land.

Yoksik is a small knife with iron blade of 6 inch and a wooden handle.
It is used for harvesting, and stripping the bamboo and cane, etc.

Plough or Nangor was introduced among the people of Siang after
1950. It is the same as we see in the plains. The personnels of the agricul-
ture department and the block development office, demonstrated them about
the use of plough. Every part of the plough bas Adi names. The handle
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is known as Alokako. The iron blade is Nangor. The wood which is
kept on the neck of the ox while ploughing is called juali.

New agricultural implements, supplied by the block development
office in the Gallong and Minyong villages, are spade, filling axe, pick axe,
jampar, hammer and shovel. Rice haulers and wheel barrows have also
been given. Manure is supplied free but the people are not interested in
artificial manure. According to them, land is very fertile and requires no
artificial manures.

D1vIiSION OF LABOUR AND PROCESSING

When one speaks of a human group as being at the subsistence level,
this does not mean that every individual fends completely for himself. A
certain division of labour takes place and leads to a certain amount of goods
and services being exchanged. Professional classes with a full-time speci-
alisation are absent, but part-time specialisation of individuals and groups,
as well as differentiation between sex age and classes, can easily be observed
among the Gallongs and the Minyong of lower Siang district. This
appears in agriculture as much as in other activities, viz., in the contract
work, house construction, etc.

The distribution of agricultural work amongst sex classes in Kabu and
Pangin villages on the basis of personal observations and oral statements
of the local people is given below.

As a rule, women generally work on the land which are near the homs-
tead. Men partially help them in the preparation of the land, making fences,
etc. This may be explained by the nature of this work. In the midst of their
busy domestic work, the woman will go to her vegetable garden and pluck
leaves of lai sag, green chillies for preparing vegetable curry. She will pluck
pumpkins, brinjals, gourd, etc., for selling them in the market. The old
woman with young daughter will go to the orange garden with cane basket
and Jebang (wooden notched stairs) to pluck the oranges. They will then
go to the market. If the orange garden is away from the village as it was
observed in Kabu village, then the men in groups of 5—6 persons will go
and bring them in the cane baskets. The women then take them to the
market for sale.

In the jhum fields, men will cut trees burn the dried trees, throw away
stones and stumps of trees and the women will do most of the sowing of
seeds by the digging sticks. Men, women and boys work together in
weeding and scrapping of the paddy fields. In the jhum fields which are
newly opened, both men and women work together. The men cut the
big trees by axe and women cut the bushes by dao. The dried sticks are
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collected by the women for use as fire wood. The men drag down the big
trees and cut its branches. Field hut and fences around the fields are made
by men. They also burn the trees. The women do sowing and harvesting
of paddy. The women separate the paddy from the stalks by trampling
them under feet. From the field the paddy is carried by men in the basket
and stored in the village granneries.

In the wet-rice fields, the work of the women becomes quite less. The
field terraces are made by men. It is ploughed, levelled, etc, by men,
Irrigation channels are made by the men. Transplanting is done by the
women in the knee deep water. Mostly men will go for the harvest. The jaul
(farmshed) is made by men. The bullocks, plough and other farm implements
are kept and maintained by men. In the peru fields, where maize is sown,
the men prepare the land by burning the grasses and the unnecessary bushes.
The women sow the seeds with the digging sticks. The men prepare bamboo
nets to cover the small seedlings to protect them against birds, rats, etc.
The men and women make fences around the maize fields. The women
harvest maize by plucking. The maize is processed and kept for drying by
the women.

In the cotton fields the men clear the land and prepare fields for
sowing. The cotton is picked, dried and ginned by the women. The cotton
spinning and weaving of cloth is done by women.

The maniocs, particularly the cultivated varieties, are left to the care
of the women. Some of the important maniocs, locally known as INCHEK,
are named as rakbinngin, ngingchir, nginteh, ngintek, ngintubalum, tabbom,
nginkeh, ngne (Kochu), tarmalu (Sweet potato), allih and allek. They are
grown in the fields near the village and the women in the course of their
domestic duties dig a bunch of Kochu or sweet potato, They sell them in
the market.

Division of labour is noticed in the contract work given to the village
people by the Government or by the private agencies. The Gallongs of
Kabu village get the contract for the construction of houses and road
from the Government. When such contract is received by one or a few
individuals of the village it is put to the village council for consideration,
The village gam and the secretary call a meeting of the village elders and
distribute the work in such a way that all the households may work by
rotation. The remuneration is shared by all the individuals of the village
who participate in the work. No individual is free to undertake a contract
work without the sanction of the village council. Infringement of this
system, leads to the village dispute and the matter is put to the Kebang for
decision.
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During our stay in the Kabu village in the month of December/January
1969, we could observe the division of labour in a contract work. The
TASKAR, a Military agency for the construction of border roads, acquired
some 10 acres of the wet-rice land of Kabu village for its establishments,
The land was given to them temporarily and the owners of the land were
getting monthly rent for the land from the T4SKAR. The TASKAR further
gave a contract of constructing a few staff quarters on a plot of land of about
15,000 square feet belonging to Ratte Loya, Kabu Loya, Pomiloya and
Hittum Loya of Kabu village, at a total cost of Rs. 5000/-. Hittum Loya
took the contract and started work without the consent of the village
Council. A Kebang was then called and the matter was discussed. It was
decided that all the able bodied persons of the village will work in rotation
and the remuneration will be shared by all the participants. It was further
agreed that each household of the village will contribute 3 bundles of Taik
leaves, 4 pieces of thick logs of wood, 15 pieces of small logs, 15 bamboos,
one bundle of cane-stip, for the constructi on of the quarters.

In the collection of materials and the final completion of the houses,
some division of labour between the sex is maintained. Everyday members
of five or six households will go to collect the materials from the forest and
assemble them on the site of the house construction. Men will cut the logs
of wood and bamboo and drag them down from the forest to the site of
work. The women will bring the taik leaves on their heads. The other
households of the village will go to their routine work. After one or two
days another batch is sent to collect the materials. After the materials are
assembled, the men will construct the house.

Division of labour is maintained in the construction of house of an
individual in the village. The house construction of Kardo Loya, a resident
of Kabu village started on 10th January 1969. On the first day, the men and
women of the village assembled. On the site, and a division of work was
chalked out. On the second day, the men in groups of 6 to 8 persons went
to the forest and brought bamboos from their private groves. The women
formed another group and go to the forest to collect faik leaves. Another
group of women brought small pieces of dried bamboo. The house owner
fed all of them on rice, pork and rice beer or apong. After the material was
collected, another group of 8— 10 men of the village work in rotation every-
day till the house was completed. The owner fed them everyday. It took
4 days to complete the house.

Outside agriculture and contract work, the distribution of work between
men and women is as follows. The gathering of wild produce whether
leaves, roots, fruits which requires climbing on tree is performed by men and
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young boys. Collection of oranges is done mainly by women and children.
Hunting rats and other wild games are done by men and boys. Fishing in
the river or streamlets is done by men.

All household work from crop processing to food preparation, including
apong preparation, as well as cleaning, sweeping, carrying water and fire
wood is women’s work. The men feed the pigs and fowls. Basketry is done
both by men and women.

In the local markets, women sell rice, oranges, rice-beer, vegetables,
banana chillies, beans, etc. The men sell pork and other variety of mutton
and fish etc. But in the market, the number of women selling the things is
larger than the men. They communicate in their own dialect but some of
them also know broken Assamese and Hindi. The things are priced in
terms of twentyfive, fifty paise coins and in one rupee. The money thus
received is spent in the purchase of items of daily use as kerosene oil,
salt, tobacco leaves, bidi, cigarettes, coloured yarn, etc. In the Along market
there are goldsmiths from Bihar and eastern U.P. who repair and prepare
ornaments for the local people. Cooperative stores have been opened for
the purchase of things prepared by the local people and to sell things of
their daily use.

Crop processing and food preparations are mostly done by the women
in and around the homstead. From the field, where the crop is harvested,
to the kitchen where it is cooked, a variety of work is done by the women.
A number of household utensils and tools are used in the processing of the
crops. Crop processing is done in the husking shed made adjacent to the
residential hut.

The Aimar or the husking place is provided within the residential hut in
one corner. It has only the mortar and the pestle. Itis also found outside
the main hut and termed hippar or dheki. Because it is large in size, there-
fore, it is kept outside the hut. It is operated by legs. The women do this
job. The mortar and the pestle is made of wood. A thick and round tree
trunk is erected on the ground under the plinth of the residential hut. Its
upper portion is made hollow and is known as the mortar. The pestle is
made of thick wood. Husking of paddy by mortar and pestle is done by 2
or 3 women. The paddy for husking is brought in ossi {Cane basket) and
kept near the husking place. The women of the house will call another
women to help her in husking the paddy. If there are no women in her
household then she will call from the neighbour’s hut. Before the husking
starts, 3 or 4 winnower (opo) are kept around the mortar so that the paddy
may not fall outside. One of the three women will put some paddy from
the assi in the mortar. © The two women will take two pestle in their hands
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and start husking the paddy in quick succession. They split invariably in
their palms to stiffen the grip on the pestle. While the two women strike
briskly in the mortar the third women puts additional paddy in the mortar
at regular intervals, Paddy with husk is taken out from the mortar in a
winnower. The other winnower is kept in a slanting position against the
walls. The husk is thus separated and cleaned rice is collected in a third
winnower. Husking is done everyday.

Husking of paddy by dheki is a recent innovation. It saves much time
and manpower. It is usually operated by the legs. The young girls operate
it by the legs and the old women sit near the hipper and puts paddy inside it.
The husk is used in the preparation of apong and the broken rice is fed to
the fowls. In the early morning the village resounds with the sound of the
dheki. Rice is consumed as food and in the preparation of apong.

Rice is eaten after boiling. Etting (rice-cake) is prepared after the rice
is fermented. Women generally perform all this work. Rice is cooked in
aluminium kettle. The kettle is covered with leaves and kept on fire. When
the rice is cooked the kettle is taken out from the oven and kept near the
fire. The water of the rice is not separated. Etrting is prepared from the
rice paste. The rice paste is made from the broken rice which is sieved out
from the pounded rice. The paste is spread over the ekkam leaves. It is
then rolled in two folds and kept in the boiling water in the aluminium kettle
for sometime. When cooked it is taken out by medap or a bamboo fork
from the kettle. Etting is not a regular food item but taken occasionally.
It is very popular among the children. In Pangin village, in one of the
houses, we observed that as soon as etting is prepared, the children sat
around the pot and their mother served them with hot erting.

It is possible to classify all the food crops into those requiring processing
and those eaten fresh. The latter, with a few exceptions, are not stored at
all. The former are generally stored at one stage or another so that some
processing takes place between harvesting and storage, some between storage
and consumption or marketing.

All leafy vegetables are collected in small quantities as pa